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NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Leatstative bustle is the order of the day. Our Representa- 
tives enact laws with such rapidity, that the panting chroniclers 
of their proceedings in the Gallery “toil after them in vain ;” and 
their only resource is to bundle up bills together by the score, 
with the satisfactory and instructive announcement to the public, 
that “ several bills were passed through their different stages.” 
We shall have ample time ‘during the recess to mark the conse- 
quences of making laws in a hurry; and when the next session: 
commences, the numerous, motions“for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend an act pas: ing the last session of Parliament,” 
' gil prove how much worse, ii-considered. legislation is, than, ne 


legislation at all. nae 

On Wednesday, indeed, a slight check was put upon this 
gallopy #ér-the House of Commons feels strange and uncom- 
Preble when Lord Attuorp is absent, and his Lordship, with 
other members of the Cabinet, had the honour of dining with the 
King at Windsor on that day. The Globe thus gravely com- 
ments upon this important event— 

“ At the close of along session of Purliament; in which a greater number of 
important questions have been satisfactorily disposed of (!) than during any three 
preceding sessions, his Majesty, and those who have assisted him to maintain 
the peace, honour, and prosperity of the country in most difficult times, may 
well congratulate each other.” 

‘Perhaps it was not all congratulations Some serious thoughts 
amight possibly intrude themselves even at the hospitable board of 
‘our warmnheartéd Sovereign. "Without going into a consideration 
of the merits or faults, the success or failure of any particular 
measure, still the unhappy consciousness, that at the opening of 
the session they possessed the confidence of the whole body of the 
Reformers'in England, while now at-its close they may look in 
vain for hearty support from independent: men, except under very 
large deductions, must have given a sombre tinge to the Minis- 
terial retrospect of the last half-year. But whatever may have 
been ‘their actual thoughts upon this subject, it is not probable 
that any very confidential communication respecting it took place 
between the King and his Ministers, as the GJobe would seem to 
intimate, at the dinneron Wednesday last; for we perceive by the 
chronicle of the Court Newsman, that Earl Grey and his col- 
leagues only formed a part of a very large company, among whom 
the Duke of Wellington was a conspicuous personage. 

The East India Charter Bill finally passed the House of Lords 
on Monday,—almost sub silentio; for even Lord ELLENBOROUGH 
seems to have felt that enough had been said on the subject, and 
in merey withheld his threatened eloquence. 

Another great measure of the session, the Slavery Bill, received 
their Lordships’ sanction on Tuesday. . Lord Wynrorp grumbied 
a little on the occasion; but contented himself with giving notice, 
that next session he would bring forward a bill to prevent the in- 
troduction into this country of any thing produced by slave la- 
bour. | “ His object was completely to prevent us from being con- 
taminated with slavery.” Should Lord Wynrorp succeed in his 
sage design of preventing the importation of “ any thing produced 
by slave labour,” the consequence would be that the West India 
plantets would at least retain their monopoly of the sugar and 
coffee. market in this country, till such time as our emancipating 
example is followed by ‘other nations; and the Manchester spin- 
ners would have to look elsewhere for the cotton and customers 
now furnished by the United States. This is precisely the kind 

703 : (Larest Epirion.) 








of bill that it would suit Lord Wynrorp to originate and patro- 
nize, under the sly pretence that he wished to do away with the 
contamination of slavery. 

On Thursday, the Bank Charter Bill was read a second time, 
without comment: but, on the. motion for: its commitment last 
night, those distinguished financiers, the Duke of WeLLincTon 
and Lord Wynrorp, advocated the cause of the ill-used and too 
submissive Bank proprietors, with much earnestness. The Duke 
considered that they had been overreached, by the astute Lord 
A.rnorp, in that part of the bargain which relates to the deduc- 
tion of 120,000/. from the money annually paid them by Govern- 
ment ; and Lord Wynrorp maintained that they had been shame- 
fully bullied into a consent to the sixty-five mile clause, Lord 
Brovenam was of opinion that the Bank Directors might be 
safely trusted with the management of their own concerns, and 
happily ridiculed the affected apprehensions of the Opposition on’ 
the subject. Earl Grey and the Duke of CumperLAnp had,an- 
other sparring-match, such as has. occurred too frequently to excite 
much attention. The several clauses'in the bill were finally 
agreed to without alteration, and the report is to be received 
this day. 

Great things are promised next session in the way of Corpora- 
tion reform. The English Commissioners will perform their duty 
faithfully, we doubt not; and will prepare ample materials for le- 
gislation on this subject next session. On Thursday, Lord 
BrovucHam moved the first reading of a bill (which, however,is 


| not to be pressed beyond that stage at present) for regulating the 
; municipal affairs of those boroughs which returned representatives 


to Parliament for the first time under the provisions of the Reform, 
Act. In this bill the principle of self-election ‘is not recognized. 
Those who are entitled to vote for Members of Parliament, will” 
also have the privilege of electing Common Coungilmen, who are_ 
to form local triennial parliaments, with the power of choosing” 
Aldermen and Mayors, Each borough is to have a Recorder ap- 
pees by the Crown. If the principle of this bill is to form, the 

asis of the. contemplated reform of the old corporaticns, we should’ 
i aoe ink that the measure vill té vigdcous and ef-' 

Lord Broveuam's bill for the r€gulation of some of the’ 
offices in the Courtef Chancery, and’ redction @f the sala- 
ries of those who hold them, passed the House.of Commons on 
Thursday. By this bill, the patronage of the Lord Chancellor is 
considerably diminished; an@ the annual saving to the public; 
present and prospective, is not less than 55,7507. We know not from’ 
which of Lord Brovenam’s predecessors we could have expected 
so beneficial and disinterested a measure as this. Lord Epon. 
would have sneered at the idea of relinquishing the appointment of 
Masters in Chancery, which is given up by Lord Brovenam. The 
Cabinet in future are to make, and be responsible for these ap- - 
pointments; so that if any half-pay officer should assist Lord: 
Brovuauam, when in jeopardy from an overturn of his carriage, 
he will not have the power of rewarding him appropriately, after 
the fashion of Lori ELpon, with a Mastership in Chancery. : 

It appears that the number of ‘suits actually commenced by the 
Clergy, in order to maintain their obsolete claims for tithe, is not 
less than nine thousand. The Bishop of Lonpon, indeéd, has” 
discovered that they only amount to about six hundred; but the 
evidence of Sir JoHN CAMPBELL is of rather more weight ina 
question of this kind than that of Dr. Buomrizup, who.plainly 
labours under some gross delusion respecting it. - Fortunately for’ 
the Clergy, the House of Commons sees the danger to which the 
Church Establishment is exposed by the infatuation of her minis- 
ters; and Mr. Bramire’s bill to “ stay their suits” will be 
passed this day, having gone through the previous stages during 
the week. 

The bill for the repeal of the Foreign Enlistment Act was 
withdrawn last night in the House of Peers. Tlie reason assigned 
for this proceeding was the want of due time for considering it. 
Is this the true reason, or has the bill been sacrificed in conse- 
quence. of some bargain made with the Opposition? Weare glad 
to see that Earl Grey and Lord Brovenam have distinctly 
promised to support. a similar measure next session. The Duke 
of WELLINGTON, on the other hand, pledged himself to oppose it, 
whenever it should be brought forward; and perhaps he may 
keep his word. 








The spirits of the Miguelite party in this country have been 
cheered by the recent accounts from Portugal.. 

MONT has raised the siege cf Oporto, and is actuallyou 

to Lisbon. How far he has advanced in that direction 

is the real number of the troops who followed hith; Ar. 

points. The’ Globe of last night states, on the au 

latest accounts from Lisbon, that he had reached 
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one hundred and thirty miles from the capital), with a force of 


eight thousand men. It was expected that he would be joined by 
the troops under Capavat, Mogttos, and others, by which his 
army would be swelled, according to one account, to fifteen 
thousand, by anotNer to upwards of twenty thousand men. 
En the course of a few days, we shall probably have some 
important news ; as speedy and decisive success must be necessary 
to Micue in the present posture of. his-affairs. It is not proba- 
‘ble that he will want the materiel of war. The intercepted corre- 
spondence of his agent in London with his Ministers in Portugal 

ves, that not only the Duke of WELLINGTON, and Lords 

RESFORD, ABERDEEN, and Stuarr pE Rortusay, take a lively 
fnterest in his:success, but that the despotic Governments on the 
Continent, more especially those of Austria and Spain, consider 
that he is fighting their battle, and would therefore not hesitate to 
assist him effectually at this crisis. 

Meanwhile, active preparations are making for the defence of 
Lisbon. The latest intelligence relative to the proceedings of 
Don Penpro is contained in an extract from a letter written by an 
@fficer in the Queen's army, dated August 12th, and published in 
the Globe. It should be borne in mind that the statements are 
those of a partisan. 


“ We are repairing the outworks and batteries raised in the year 1810, to de- 
Mend Lisbon at Senhora do Monte,* Sacavem, Alto do Varejao, &c. ; so that in a 
few days we shall be able to stand against Bourmont if he really thinks of re- 
@aking the capital. General Saldanha is to join us with 4,000 men if Bourmont 
@rosses the Mondego; and Colonel Pacheco comes from Oporto with his divi- 
@ion to Peniche, t vre in the rear or on the sight flank of the Miguelites. 
Buch is the plan of Schwalback, who nds under Villa Flor. Be- 
@ides the division of Villa Flor, now more than 5,000 men strong, we mus- 
ter already 10,000 militia and volunteers, and in general our forces are in- 

ing every day. The party of the Bonapartists have triumphed over 

e Marquis of Palmella, because he is opposed to the intended alliance of 
athe young Queen with the Ex-Empress’s brother. The nomination of M. Can- 
@ido Jose Xavier to the Foreign Department, and that of tle Intendent-General 
@f the Police, have met with general disapprobation. The Duke of Cadaval 
Beft his people at Obidos and jas, and went to Don Miguel's head-quarters. 
‘We want arms: the Birmingham people must be diligent. The Bishop of Al- 
te bt sent to prison,—« questionable measure, for he has always been an 

man. The Count of Porto Sancho is in great favour with Don Pedro.” 

. In the intercepted Miguelite correspondence alluded to above, 
= English Conservatives cut a prominent and discreditable 
gure. The wily Senhor Saraiva appears to have fathomed the 
my Famed of the Earl of AneRDEEN's new-born affection for his 
“Monster,” His Lordship was desirous of showing off in Parlia- 
ment with the information which he obtained from this Miguelite 
a@gent. The following passage is amusing; and the publication of 
_ must be highly gratifying to the “ travelled Thane.” It is co- 
from a letter to the Duke pz Capavat, dated May the 10th; 

d appeared in yesterday's Times. ¢ &: 


‘© Beresford told me that the Earl.of Aberdeen had complained of not having 
hme for somé time, « - . + ~~ 1 went presently to Aberdeen, who 
ved me, as ever, very well; commenced making inquiries, to which I gave 
the best — in my power, assisted by my private information. Amongst 
others,—‘ With what disposition and on what footing Lord William Russell 
stood towards our Government?’ Official foundation for a reply caret in this 
Iegation. ‘ Why they kept the King at Braga—that is, neither in the 
court-nor with the army, when he should be with the latter, that he might 
}seen, and assist at something every day?’ Answer to this there is none, &c. 
He spoke likewise of our navy. 1 told him the proposition we were about to 
e@rry into “ect; which he much approved of, but he insisted there was no 
time to be lost. I informed him about our loan, of the conduct of Hoppner, and 
many other things; and I know that he desires at this moment to have grounds 
Ser making a speech in Parliament respecting us ; but he and the others are 
afraid to open their mouths upon that subject, from shame—from pure shame 
taking any interest, or of associating in any way with the people of such in- 
eepacity as the Miguelites who direct uffairs have shown themselves to be.” 


In one point the Portuguese does “ ABERDEEN,” as he familiarly 
ferms our late Foreign Secretary, injustice. He was not at all 


ashamed to appear as an advocate of Miguzt in the British Par- 
Hament. 








* In the maps, Penha de France. 


It appears certain that the absolute Minister ZzaA BERMupEz is 
all-powerful at Madrid at the present important crisis. The 
following development of his policy is copied from the private 
@orrespondence of the Times. The motives which the writer 
assigns for his late proceedings are at least probable. 


,** Don Carlos, who is well informed of the state and progress of the King’s 
hhealth, and of all that is going on, has lately repaired to Castel-Rodrigo, which 
is near the Spanish frontier. Im the event of the King’s death, he would be in 
Mfadrid in three days. Under such circumstances, it is hardly possible not to 
Believe that what is suspected-by many persons has some foundation in regard to 
M. de Zea’s maneuvres; and that, on an understanding with the Northern 
Powers of Europe, and with Don Carlos himself, he is taking measures that the 
‘way to the throne should be kept clear for the latter, and entirely closed to the 

hter of the King, It.is hardly possible to entertain any other view of M. 
de Zea’s intention and object. He caused Don Carlos to be sent to Portugal 
Before the jura. He could not render him a better service. He has since con- 
trived to bring about delay in the execution of the orders transmitted to Don 
Garlos, that he should quit Portugal; und now it is affirmed he is in continual 
@orrespondence with Don Carlos, through M. Cordova, and is disposing every- 
thing so as to render the Infant’s accession to the throne an easy matter.” 


There is scareelya word of news from Paris. The result of the 
uguese contest occupies public attention almost entirely 
ring the recess of the Chambers, The Government have di- 
gected their envoy at Oporto, M. pz Leuss, to proceed to Lisbon: 
D act as tgé d‘Affaires. until the Government. assumes a 
ed fotm. The Dutchess of Bracanza and Donna Maria, 


°'153 «it however speedily fell back to 73; 


embark for Lisbon. It is-said that # Frénch frigate will convey. 
them. 


From the East, there is a rumour of a/ treaty having been: 
concluded between Russia and Turkey, by which the safety and 
integrity of the latter are guaranteed by her powerful neighbour: 
for a certain number of years. The guarantee extends to protec-- 
tion from internal rebellion as well as foreign aggression. But as 
the treaty is not avowed or published, it is plain that the terms of 
it can be known very imperfectly. Of one point, however, no 
doubt is entertained—namely, that the treaty partakes of the 


same character as those which preceded the utter prostration of 
Poland. 





The following letter, published in one of the German newspapers 
just received, proves that “state necessity " has at length made 
a heretic (in one most essential dogma of the Romish faith) of 
that hitherto orthodox Catholic the King of Naples. The letter 
is dated from Rome. 


‘« A very serious misunderstanding has arisen between our Court and that of 
Naples. The King of Naples, it is suid, has resolved to dissolve the monasteries 
in all-Sicily, and to sequestrate their estates. The ecclesiastics who suffer by 
the measure are to be indemnified by annual pensions. Many persons affirm that 
there exists an ancient convention between the two Courts, by which the King 
is entitled to alienate ecclesiastical property in mye b in time of need, without 
previously obtaining special permission from the Holy See. As very little has 
yet transpired on this subject, I cannot say how far this news is well-founded, 
or what is the éxtent of the measure intended by the nae These disputes are 
the more disagreeable to the Government, as they are with a neighbouring state 
with which it has always endeavoured to be on the best terms.” 





MONEY MARKET. 
Srock Excaanasr, Fripay Eventna, 

The gloom which pervaded the Money Market at the close of the last week, 
has continued throughout the present. On Monday and Tuesday, little business 
was done; the English Funds with difficulty maintaining their prices; but on 
Wednesday a decline of 4 per cent. in the 3 per Cent. Consols took place, that 
Stock having been sold at 883. During yesterday, the market was heavy; and 
this morning various unfavourable rumours on the subject of our Foreign rela- 
ticns, combined with an increased scarcity of money, produced a temporary 
panie among the holders of Stock. Consols rapidly fell to 884; at which price 
some considerable purchases having been made, the market gradually rallied, 
and closed this evening at 88§ 3. 


week ; every description of Stock receding from the prices mentioned in our 
last; with the exception of Brazilian, which, in consequence of the arrival of 
letters from Rio Janeiro, stating that an advance of 3 per cent. had taken place 
in the local Stock, was considerably in favour, and was at one time as high as 
Portuguese Stock was slightly in de- 
mand on Tuesday ; but exaggerated ‘statements having been confidently circu- 
lated to-day as to the strengthof the army under Bourmonr and his intention 
to make a decisive effort against Lisbon, the Scrip fell’ to 204; it has since re- 
covered, and left’ off at 214 22. The Bonds, which were done on Tuesday at 90, 
closed to-day at 86} to 87. In the Belgian and Dutch Stocks, very few trans- 
actions have taken place; the former left off at 954 to 96, the latter at 504 4. 
Spanish Stock has been done at 214, and closed at 223. 

The only Shares which have been at all sought after, are those of the Com- 


1 premium.. The Shares in the proposed Banking Companies are as yet very 
little inquired for. 
Saturpay, TWELvE o'clock, 
We have but little doing in the English Market; and Consols, which left off 
yesterday at 88§ 3, are now quoted 88}. In the Foreign Market the chief 
speculation is in Portuguese Scrip, which, having been at 204, is now 21 3. 
Saturpay, Four o’Croct. 
The English Funds have rather delined since the morning, although not from 
any visible cause; the price last quoted for Consols was 883 g. In the Foreign 
Market, the greatest excitement prevails.among the holders of Portuguese Scrip 
arid Stock. 
3 per Cent. Consois .. 894 £ Belgian 5 per Cents, 94395; 
Ditto for Account... 894 2] BrazilidnSp.Cts. 704 
New 33 p. Cent. Aun. 95¢ 4) Danish 3 perCents.. 74 
Bank Stock ......... 212 | Dutch 2¢ per Cents, 49% 
India Stock......... + —— | French 3 per Cents. —— 
Exchequer Bills..... 44 | Greek (1825) 5p.Cts. — 


Mexican 6 per Cents. 40341 
Portuguese 5 P- Cts. 85 & 
Do. RegeucySc. 5p.Ct.20¢ § 
Prussian(1818)3p.Ct. 101 

Russ, (1822) 5p.Ct. _105¢ 
Spanish(1821) 5 p.Ct. 214 & 





Bebates and Proceedings (n Parliament. — 

1. Commirrex or SurrLy. The House of Commons went into Com- 
mittee on Monday, on the motion of Lord ALtuorr. His Lordshi » then 
stated, that the estimated expense of the Army, Navy, Ordnance, iscel- 
laneous service, and the interest on Exchequer Bills for the current 
year, would be 15,235,4871. ; and that from various sources grants had 
already been made to the amount of 9,210,000/.: he now moved that a 
further grant of six millions be added from the Consolidated Fund. In 
answer to a question from Mr. Hernrres, he said that the million for the 
Irish titheholders, had been voted in a resolution of the House, on 
which a bill had been brought in, and that there would be no occasion 
to take any other vote for that sum. No provision had been niade for 
raising the money, but it would probably be raised by an issue of Ex- 
chequer Bills, and be added to the Unfunded Debt. He then*went into 
some statements to show that the estimated surplus of revenue over ex~ 
penditure for the year was only 117,701; but, in consequence of an 
improvement in the reyenue, be expected that he should have a some- 
what larger balance. 

Some conversation arose relative to our share of the Greek Loan; 
Which Mr. Hume maintained that we should have to pay, and which 
Mr. Warsurton said had been contracted for on very bad terms for 











lio have been residing at Paris, have left that city, in order to 


the country, 
The resolution moved by: Lord ALTHorr was then agreed to, 
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In the Foreign Market, little or no business was done in the early part of the . 


pany for the Improvement of the Navigation of the Rio Doce, which are at about. - 
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2.. Intsu Trruz But. The adjoumed debate on this. bill was re- 
sumed on Monday. wr 
Mr. Hums, being questioned by the Speaker, stated his intention to 


his motion to a-division ; which then took place,; for the.motion, 


AQ; against it, 69; majority for Ministers, 27. 


The House then went into Committee. 

The clauses to the 19th passed without amendment. 

The 19th, which renders the clergyman a: Crown debtor, exposed to 
all the consequences of an extent, including personal caption, was 
strongly opposed by Mr. Suaw, Sir H. WriLoucuey, and Mr. Jern- 
son; and defended by Mr. Lirruetron and Sergeant Pragin. It finally 
passed, without a division. 

The next five clauses were also agreed to. 

Mr. O’FerraLt moved to strike out the 25th clause, because it gave 
landlords the same power to collect tithes as rent. 

The House divided : for striking out the clause, 12; for retaining it, 52. 

The other clauses down to the, 32d were passed. 

A Member moved an amendment to this clause, to the effect that the 
expenses of carrying the act into operation should be chargeable upon 
the Church of Ireland. Another division took place; for the amend- 
ment, 18; against it, 49. 

The clauses from: the 33d to the 88th inclusive were then agreed to, 
and the House resumed. . 

The report was brought up on Tuesday. 

Sir E. Knatcusv i protested against the bill. 

Mr. Consett had rather send money than bayonets to Ireland. 

Mr. E. RurHven would give his strongest opposition to the 
measure. 

The report was then received. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Lrrrieton: moved that the bill be read a third 
time. 

Mr. Hume moved that it be read.that day six months; and Mr. 
Srncrair seconded the motion, 

Mr. O’ConneE Lt offered his hearty thanks to Ministers for the in- 
troduction of the bill. 

He hoped a strict inquiry would be made into the population of the country ; 
that the number of Protestants would be ascertained, and that the Church Esta- 
blishment would be reduced to.agree with that amount of population. _ If this 
were done, there would be ample funds to repay every shilling of the million ad- 
vanced by this bill. He again expressed his approbation of the conduct of Go- 
vernment in bringing forward this measure, declaring his intention to give it his 
decided support. 

Sir Rosert Incuis said that he felt himself compelled to vote for 
the amendment. 

Mr. Suaw said, the bill was productive of all evil, and opposed to all 
good. 

Of all the measures of injustice and:injury that had ever been passed with re- 
gard to Ireland, this was the worst. It wasfraudulent; it borrowed without 
the intention of repaying ; it held out a ium to resist the law, gavea bounty 
to outrage, and placed the forbearance of the Clergy at a discount. fe verily be - 
lieved it was the intention.of Government (he did not say it offensively) to over- 
turn the Protestant .Church in Ireland, and establish the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion as the religion of the State. (Laughter.) He, however, excluded Mr. 

Stanley from this charge, from his personal knowledge of the private opinion and 
character of that gentleman. He thought the bill ought to be entitled “an act 
to subvert the Established Church and increase the disturbances of Ireland.” 

Mr. Hume, at Mr. Warzurton’s suggestion, withdrew his amend- 
ment; and the bill was read a third time. 

Mr. Hume then proposed to add to it the following clause— 

« Provided always, that if the sam to:be:granted under the provisions of this 
act shall not be paid from the sources provided, and within the time-specified .in 
the act, any balance then remaini ue to the public:shall become. chargeable 
on ‘the funds of the ceonporaiities of the Church of Ireland, and shall be placed 
at the disposal of the Commissioners under the Church Temporalities Bill, to be 
annually paid to the public until the principle and interest shall have been satis- 


This clause was opposed by Lord Aurnorp; and rejected, ona di- 
vision, by 47 to 27. 
The bill then passed. 


8. Trrat or Orrences In Inetanp. The bill for this purpose 
passed through the Committee of the House of Commons on Tuesday, 
On Wednesday, Mr. LirrLeron moved that it be read.a third time. 

Mr. O’ConneELL strenuously opposed it. 

Ireland was now tranquil, because they had given up'the collection of ‘tithes, 
and had poured in troops, in addition to the Police force already in exercise 
there. hy, then, in such'a state of things, should the power be given to an 
Attorney-General to‘remove the venue: toa court where the:public had no con- 
fidence? and where was an instance to be found in which the jury had:-refused 
to do their duty? He believed no such case‘could be found. Even in the.case 
of Whiteboys, the utmostalacrity had been ‘shown by jurymen to convict ; and 
more convictions in-‘such cases had taken place than the Government thought 
necessary to follow up with punishment. The papers had attributed to 
Sir John Campbell an opinion that the Court of King’s Bench possessed the 

wer to change the venue; but he supposed it must be an error, and pledged 

is legal reputation that such was not the law. 
Sir Joun CampsBeELt said, there was no error: it certainly was his 
opinion, which had also been confirmed by the twelve Judges. 

Mr. O’Connett—“ Then the bill was unnecessary. And why should 





- two Judges be empowered to do that.in Ireland which .it required the 
* “presence of four to do in' England?” 
He had carefully looked into the law, and declared’that it was not such as 


‘was laid‘ down by the Solicitor-General. Mr. Stanley seemed to doubt his read- 
ing of the law, but he knew the law on the subject much better than Mr. Stan- 
Jey. Why, he asked, was the country to be insulted with such a bill, except 
use, as the session had been commenced with a ‘measure of outrageous. cver- 
¢ion for Ireland, the session was to be closed 'with*a measure of insult against 
that country? 
-He-admitted that in the ‘North the law was not conspicuously obeyed. 
re had been Orange processions, and in one .case - an® Orangeman 
had been acquitted by an Orange Jury. 
But the rw ye, od such juries would ‘continue so long as the juries were 
‘20 defective, and the Tory Attorney-General of Ireland the power to nomi- 


nate them all. The system was an exotic in Tnsland.;. and.fos.itn gon 
idndberlswenso,iaregeisel skebedead af Goresmagstiprotmeton. Lebineabe 


‘withdrawn, and the Orange system would soon expire. 


He concluded by moving that the bill be read a third time-that day 
three months. 

Mr. LirrLeton maintained, that a case had been made out to call, for 
the enactment of sucha billas the one before the House. 

It was distinctly shown by the evidence on the Ooercion Bill, that prosecu- 
tors and witnesses had been deterred from doing their duty. He was willing to 
admit the statement of Mr. O’Connell, that on the ieteetodeion of the measure 
no reference had been made to the state of the Northern counties ; but the 
conduct of the jurors, in those counties more. particularly referred to by the bill, 
abundantly testified the necessity of the measure. If the jurors in thoee s 
of Ireland acted, with as much partiality as the, jurors in other parts hell beae 
found to act, it would be the duty of the Crown to.apply for a change of the 
venue. With respect to the right of the, Attorne eaeral to challenge, it 
would be some answer to the statements of Mr. O’Connell to say that, this, was 
intended only to be a temporary enactment. He_singerely hoped the jury-law 
would undergo such alterations as to divest it of all interest that rendered it 
partial and oppressive. He believed the jury system. that. was about to be.in- 
troduced would be productive of the best effects to the people of Ireland. Me 
therefore could not acquiesce in the amendment. 

Mr. Srycvaim said, there was no ground for terming the Orange 

rty exotics. They were desirous of supporting the Protestant 

stablishment. Were not Popish priests too, often engaged in a, con- 
spiracy to overthrow that Establishment? 

Mr. O’ConneELt explained— 

He had not attacked the Orangemen as exotics; on the contrary, he helieved 
many of them to be honest and consistent men; his attack was. upon.the sys- 
tem. He repeated, the Orange system was an exotic in Ireland, and could not 
exist except it were fostered e overnment. As to those who were not very 
ceremoniously spoken of as Popish priests, they were not conducting themselves 
as the honourable member intimated ; the Protestant Establishment of Ireland 
had much more to fear from its own avowed friends. than from the Popish 
priests. 

Mr. O’ConnELL was proceeding with his replys but there were loud 
cries of “* Spoke, spoke,” amidst which he sat down, exclaiming, “ Oh! 
then I’ve done.” 

The House then divided; when Mr. O’Connell’s amendment wee 
rejected, by 61 to 15; and the bill was read a third time, and passed. 


4. Roman Caruotics MarriacE Brit. The Marquis of Cran- 
RICARDE moved the second reading of this. bill on Tuesday, in the 
House of Lords. 

Lord Wynrorp moved that it be read a second time that day three 
months. 

The Bishop of Hererorp supported the bill. 

The object of it was to put the Roman Catholics on the:same footing asthe 
Protestant Dissenters as regarded the celebration of marriages: He. hoped that 
ere long, certain classes of reer in this country (more particulatly the So- 
cinians) would be enabled, by a legislative enactment, to solempize marriages 
within their own congregations, instead of being compelled, as in some cases 
they were, to in a manner profane our churches by their being necessitated by 
the ay forms to acknowledge certain matters im. religion contrary to the 
peculiar faith of each. ’ 

After afew remarks fromthe Earl of Wiacxtow. and the: Duke of 
WELLINGTON, the bill was read a second time; Lord Wysrorp’s 
amendment being negatived without a division, 

On Thursday, the bill went through the Committee;; and on Friday 
was read a third time, and passed. 


5. East Inpta Cuarrer Bit. This bill passed: the: House:of 
Lords on Monday. 


6. Curva Trapve Brit. Lord Avucxianp, on Monday, moved 
that this bill be read a second time, to be committed on ‘Tuesday : 
which was accordingly done. 

On Tuesday, Lord Aucktanp moved that the bill be committed ; 
which was done, after some opposition from Lords ELLENBOROUGH 
and STRATHALLAN. The several clauses, with an additional one moved 
by Lord AvcKLanp, which makes five shillings the maximum tonnage- 
duty on vessels entering China, and imposes a duty of ten shillings per 
cent. upon their cargoes,—were agreed to without amendment; and the 
House resumed. 

On Wednesday, the report of the Committee was brought up and 
received; and on Thursday the bill was read a third time, and passed. 


7. Tra Duties Bitt. This bill passed through the Committee in 
the House of Commons on Tuesday; on Wednesday the report was 
brought up and agreed to; and on Thursday, 

Mr. Sprine Rice moved that the bill be read a third time. 

Mr. Ewarr asked whether any arrangement had been made withthe 
East India Company, with respect to the stock of ‘teas in hand; and 
as to the time ships would be permitted to ‘sail from this country 
to Canton? Unless vessels were allowed to sail from this country so 
as to arrive at Canton on the expiration of the East India Charter, it 
would be impossible for them to return to England in the course: of 
next year. 

Mr. Rice said, 

With respect to the first sale of tea, it was impossible that any commutiica- 
tion could have taken place except with the East India'Company; and he very 
much regretted that ‘the authorities empowered to act on that occasion did not 
accede to the arrangement proposed by the Government. It was most desirable 
that the present stock of tea should be so reduced as to give free scope to the 
sein trader; but, in his opinion, it would not be advisable to reduce it as 
low as zero. It was not for the interest of the East India Company that ‘there 
should be an accumulation, of tea left in their possession; us that would have the 
effect of distressing the private trader, and exposing him-to a competition he‘did 
not calculate upon. (‘‘ Hear, hear!”) The three next quarterly sales would 
be carried on in the usual way, at the discretion of the Company. After these 
sales had taken place, the Board of Control would give notice to the country 
what quantity was to be brought to the market; and so control the sales:that a 
regular and gradual increase should take place, and the parties made acquainted 
from time to time with the maximum amount. 

Mr. Crawrorp would not have risen so soon-after'taking:his seat, 
to address the’ House, had. he not been appliedto by several of ‘hie 
constituents, who were deeply interested in the tea trade, toomake some 





‘statements on ‘their behalf; 
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These gentlemen complained, that although the bill was about to receive the 
sanction of the House, it had only been printed on the 17th instant; and that 
no communication had been made with them on the subject by his Majesty’s 
Ministers, though they were perhaps more deeply interested in these alterations 
than any other body of merchants in the city of London, They objected, with 
the rest of the trade in general, to the classification made by the Government, 
which they considered alike injurious to the importer and the consumer of tea. 


A better classification than that proposed by the bill should be made. 
[The bill. divides teas into three classes,—tirst, the Bohea, on which 
a duty of ls. 6d. per pound is charged; second, Congou, Twankay, 
Hyson Skin, and Orange Pekoe, the duty on which is 2s. 2d. per 
per pound ; third, Souchong, Flowery Pekoe, Hyson, Young Hyson, 
Gunpowder, Imperial, and other sorts, on which 3s., the highest 
duty, is to be paid.] In the third class, Mr. Crawford said, there were 
eight different descriptions of tea which properly belonged to the second 
class, and should only pay a duty of 2s. 2d. per pound, although 3s. was 
to be charged upon ther. 

In addition to this the East Incia Company was already exempt from the 
payment of auction-duty ; for their teas were disposed of by public sale; and it 
would be only just that the other importers of tea should be placed on the same 
footing. He wished to ask Mr. Rice, whether, supposing the present bill to be 
passed, there would be any objection to an early reconsideration of the subject 
im the next session, that the anomalies complained of might be then amended. 

Mr. Rice replied, that such a pledge as Mr. Crawford asked for 
would be pregnant with inconvenience, and would paralyze the trade. 
The House should remember, that in all the alterations of duty, a re- 
duction had been made. 

In the first class, it had been reduced from 96 per cent. to 8] ; in the second 
class, from 100 to 94}; and in the third class, from 100 to 81. And those 
classes had been determined on after communications with several brokers, not 
one of whom had differed in opinion with the others. If Mr. Crawford thought an 
ad valorem duty would have been preferable, he would say, that such a mode of as- 
certaining the duty could not have been practised at the outports, where auction 
sales would not be held under the same security as in the port of London ; and 
giving it an ad valorem for a rated duty, which should be alike on all descrip- 
tions of tea, would only have tended to increase the price of inferior teas, or 
such as were consumed chiefly by the lower orders. The best inquiries which 
could be made had agreed so well with the experiments made at the Board of 
Control, as to leave no doubt of the certainty of collecting the duty under the 
classification that had been made. 

Mr. Hume thought, the proposed classification, though attended 
with difficulties, better than continuing the ad valorem duty. 

Mr. Younc asked, whether the East India Company had determined 
to send, or not to send, any more vessels to Canton; or whether any 
arrangement would be made with the Company, by which private ships 
might be sent out? At present the trade was wholly suspended; for 
the Company sent no ships out, and private traders could not till the 
charter had expired. It was also desirable to know with what ports in 
the United Kingdom the China trade might be carried on. 

Mr. Rice could give no specific answer to the first question; and 
referred Mr. Young to the China Trade Bill for an answer to the others. 


Lord Attrnorr, Mr. Rosert Gorpon, Mr. Ewart, Mr. Hume, 
and Mr. Harvey spoke a few words; and the bill was read a third 
time, and passed. 

It was then taken up to the House of Lords, where it was read a 
first time. 


8. Bank Caanter BIL. 
ing of this bill on Monday. 


Mr. Cossett, after stating at length his objections to the legal 
tender clause,—which went to make an alteration in the value of the 
King’s coin, to raise prices, to create distress, and to increase the num- 
ber of forgeries,—moved that it be read a third time that day six months. 

Mr. Cray seconded the motion. The measure had an evident ten- 
dency to produce a dangerous issue of paper money. He did not see 
that the House was at all bound to ratify the bargain with the Bank, 
seeing that the Bank itself objected to it, in consequence of the inter- 
pretation of the law relative to the sixty-five mile monopoly, now 
adopted by Lord Althorp; and which Mr. Clay thought he was per- 
fectly justified in adopting. 

The Bank complained that Lord Althorp had departed from his original 
agreement ; but the Bank should please to recollect that there was another party 
to the agreement—namely, the Legislature, and that Lord Althorp must be 
bound by what only was ratified by the Legislature. The Bank now said that 
they would take the bargain, however objectionable it was, on account of public 
interest, and for public advantage. He for one was most anxious to relieve that 
respectable body from such a hard necessity. If the Bank did not like the bar- 
gain, neither did the public like it; and therefore the Bank had no right to 
ground its apparently unwilling acceptance of it on the footing of public conve- 
nience and ad rote He could not avoid saying, that throughout the whole 
of this negotiation the conduct of the Bank had been most amusing. Their co- 

uetry was particularly edifying. He did not wish to force this bargain on the 
ank, as they said it was a bad one for them. 

He objected strongly to the legal tender clause. Its tendency was, 
as he had some time ago told Lord Althorp, to create a mania for spe- 
culation. 

There had been a rise in the prices of articles of importation for the use of our 
manufactures, from 30 and 40 to 100 per cent. | Consequent upon this increase 
im prices, there had been a restriction on the part of the manufacturers of their 
hours of working in their manufactories. Finding the raw material rise in 

rice, they lessened their manufacturing supply. Two effects, then, would fol- 

w this part of the measure,—an increased importation of the raw material, 
and a lessened production and lessened consumption of the manufactured article ; 
and should Lord Althorp persevere in this measure, he feared that in the winter 
a rust convulsion might be expected, and, consequent upon it, speedy and gene-~ 
ral distress. This legal tender clause was a most vbjectionable one. The instant 
convertibility of paper into gold was a principle that should never be lost sight 
of. So far from wishing to relieve the Bank from the fear of that drain to which 
they had been subjected in 1825, he should be for always holding it over their 
heads, asa salutary preventive aguinst the danger of an over-issue of paper. 

It was a consolation, however, that this clause would not come into 
operation till August 1834—] apasuassennwiter mons a 

He was sure that before that time the voice of the nation would be so loudly 
ex against this measure, that the Government would be compelled mate- 
riay to alter it. . So far from its being a detriment, he thought it would be the 

eatest benefit to the public to have this measure postponed until next session. 

‘or the reasons he had stated,—because the terms of this bargain were most 
disadvantageous to the public, because a breach of faith towards the public was 


Lord Atruorp moved the third read- 








committed in making Bank notes a legal tender, and because the measure thereb 
involved a direct departure from the principle of a metallic basis, upon which 
alone a paper currency could safely rest,—he would support the amendment. 

' Mr. Fryer supported the bill, as a mere matter of policy ; were it 
a matter of principle he would oppose it to the utmost. He recom. 
mended Lord Althorp to provide a large supply of silver (crown pieces), 
to take the place of the gold that would be subtracted from the cir. 
culation. 

Mr. Henares, after remarking that it was not necessary to go into 
the question respecting the legal tender clause, as that part of the mea- 
sure would be open for revision next session, proceeded at length to 
discuss the question as to the right of the Bank to exclude all other 
banking establishments, consisting of more than six partners, within 
sixty-five miles of London. He expressed great doubts as to the 
soundness of the opinion on this point delivered by the Law Officers 
of the Crown, and said, that if those doubts were not removed, he must 
vote against the bill. 

Lord Attuorr defended the measure from the attacks of Mr. Cob- 
bett and Mr. Clay; and utterly denied that the effect of the legal 
tender clause would be to occasion any depreciation of the currency. 
He had examined, with the assistance of the Solicitor-General, all the 
acts of Parliament which related to the Bank of England; and was 
strongly confirmed in his opinion, that‘the law gave to the Bank no 
exclusive right of banking in the Metropolis: it only prevented the 
establishment of Banks of issue. 

Sir W. Horne, the Attorney-General, and Sir Joun CAMPBELL, 
the Solicitor-General, both stated their decided opinion that the esta- 
blishment of joint stock banks of deposit, consisting of more than six 
partners, within sixty-five miles of London, had never been prohibited 
by law, and that of course they could now be legally established. 

Mr. J. A. Smiru, Mr. Rosinson, and Mr. M. Artwoop, would 
vote for the third reading; the latter condemning in strong language 
the procrastination, imbecility, and vacillation of Ministers. 

Mr. Hume, Mr. Pryme, and Mr. Hawes, briefly expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the measure. 

The House divided: for the third reading, 95; against it, 23; Mi- 
nisterial majority, 72. 

Mr. G. W. Woop moved an additional clause, to compel the Bank 
to establish branches at convenient stations. This was opposed by Mr. 
Poutett Tuomson, and rejected by 98 to 19. 

Mr. Warsurton moved to strike out the legal tender clause, 
Another division took place, and the motion was rejected by 82 to 35. 

The bill was then read a third time, and passed. 

It was read a first time in the House of Lords on Tuesday, and a 
second time on Thursday. 

On Friday, the Earl of Riron moved that the bill be committed ; 
and entered at length into a defence of its principal provisions. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON considered that the Bank in some respects 
had been hardly dealt with by the Government; which, in regard to the 
120,000/., had gone rather near the wind. The Bank had not been 
favoured in that part of the arrangement. His principal objection, 
however, was to the legal tender clause ; the effect of which would be 
to d preciate the paper of the Bankof England. 

The country bankers would not give any thing but Bank of England notes in 
payment of their own notes, aud they would not give gold unless paid5 or 10 
per cent. for sodoing. When such things as this came into operation, the fault 
and defects of the measure would be discovered, and a degree of distress would be 
produced greater than had ever occurred throughout the world, Ireland perhaps 
excepted. These were the objections he had to this bill, not only as regarded 
the principle which regulated some of the clauses, but also as to the details. « 

He also thought that the alteration respecting the sixty-five mile 
clause was not a fair transaction on the part of the House of Commons 
towards the Bank. 

The Marquis of Lanspowne replied to that part of the Duke of 
Wellington’s speech which related to the legal tender clause ; which, 
he contended, would not have the slightest tendency to depreciate the 
currency, but would place it on a safer footing. 

Lord Wynrorp went into a legal argument of some length to prove 
that the sixty-five mile clause was an infringement upon the undoubted 
privileges of the Bank ; which only consented to the bargain imposed 
upon it because it could not resist. He moved, as an amendment to 
Lord Ripon’s motion for going into a Committee, 

‘¢ That before the House resolves into a Committee upon this bill, the opinion 
of the Judges be obtained on the following question,—whether, under the exist- 
ing law, a co-partnership, consisting of more than six partners, can carry on the 
business of bankers in London, or within sixty-five miles thereof, though such 
bankers do not borrow or take up money on their bills or notes payable on de- 
mand, or within any period less than six months.” 

Lord Broucuam said, that if he thought the bill before the House 
would lead to a depreciation of the currency, he should be the last man 
to give his approval. But, in his opinion, so far from its having that 
tendency, it was rather calculated to raise the Bank of England notes 
toapremium. He ridiculed the idea that the Bank had been hardly 
treated by the Government. There was at least a reciprocity of benefit 
—it was not all on one side! 

From the year 1797, when a little gentle violence was used against the Bank 
Directors, and when they were prohibited by an Order in Council from paying 
their notes in gold,—a proceeding to which they were so averse, that the Order 
in Council was found to be insufficient for its purpose, and it became absolutely 
necessary to pass.an act of Parliament to compel them, contrary to their most 
anxious desire, to suspend cash payments—( Laughter )—from 1797, he re- 
peated, until the year 1819, the fact was that they did cease to pay their notes in 
gold; and they so greatly benefited by the violence which was done them, that 
their dislike to it gradually lessened, until at last they became gradually recon- 
ciled to it. (Zaughter.) It was alsoa fact, that duriug that period Bank 
Stock rose to 2801. 

Lord Wynford had said that the Bank was obliged to yield to the 
Government ; but he saw no symptoms of such a yielding disposition. 

During the latter period of the negotiation, they resisted the Government ; 
and if they had minded to hold out, they might lave done so; and they would 
have done so, if they had not thought that they had made upon the whole an 
exceedingly good bargain. (‘* Hear, hear !”’) 

Lord Bexxry spoke in favour of the.amendment. It was highly 
desirable that the opinion of the twelve Judges should be obtained upon 
a point on which so many eminent lawyers differed. 
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After a few words from Lord Riron ina defence of the legal tender 
clause, Lord Wyndford’s amendment was negatived, and the House 
went into Committee. 

Clauses Ist and 2d were agreed to. 

On the 3d clause being read, 

a clause insuring the Bank of England all the exclusive privileges 

Lord Wynrorp moved that the entire clause be omitted ; and that 
granted by the 39th and 40th George III. and confirmed by the 7th of 
George LV. be substituted for it. ; 

Lord Brovenam expressed his wonder at Lord Wynford’s praise- 
worthy zeal in defence of a body who had so honourably proved their 
ability to take care of themselves. To adopt the amendment, woud 
be not only a work of supererogation, but an implied assertion that the 
Bank Directors were incompetent, or too cowardly to perform their 
duty to the proprietors. 

The Duke of Wettincron and Lord Wicktow supported the 
amendment. 

Earl Grey defended the conduct of Lord Althorp throughout the 
negotiation with the Bank. 

To call upon the House to wait for the opinion of the twelve Judges, would be 
to defeat the bill for the present sessjon; so that if Lord Wynford’s amendment 
were carried, he should feel himself called upon to move that the further pro- 
ceedings of the Committee should be deferred till that day six months. 

The Duke of CumBertanp begged leave to remind Earl Grey, that 
Lord Wynford’s amendment was not for them to await the opinion of 
the Judges. 

Earl Grey—“ If the illustrious Duke had taken the trouble to at- 
tend to what I did say, he would know that I did not say that the 
learned lord’s amendment was for waiting till they had the opinion of 
the Judges before them.” 

The Duke of CumperLanp— With great humility, I appeal to the 
House whether the noble Earl did not so mistake the tendency of my 
noble and learned friend’s amendment; I am aware through mistake—” 

Earl Gary—* No mistake at all! I never meant it, nor said it.” 

Lord Wywnrorp asked Earl Grey, whether he meant to say, that 
when a doubt arose as to the interpretation of a clause in the bill, his 
own interpretation should be received as decisive ? 

Earl Grey said, undoubtedly, if the interpretation of Ministers, 
acting for the public, were not received, the bargain founded upon the 
subject matter of interpretation was off and at an end. 

The Committee then divided: for Lord Wynford’s amendment, I1 ; 
against it, 29; Ministerial majority, 18. 

The clause was then agreed to, as were all the others without obser- 
yation. f 

The House resumed, and the-report was ordered to be received 
this day. 


9. Bank-NoTEes STamp-puTIEs Britt. This was read a third time 
in the Commons, and passed, on Wednesday. 


10. Stavery Birt. The Earl of Riron moved, on Monday, that 
the report on this bill should,be brought up. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON moved an amendment to the bill, that 
masters should be permitted to remove their slaves from one estate to 
enother in the same colony. 

Earl Grey acceded to the amendment, and it was adopted. 

Lord SurrreLp proposed an amendment, the object of which was to 
sbolish all flogging of female slaves above twelve years of age. 

The Earls of Betmour and Riron, and the Duke of WELLINGTON 
opposed the amendment; and it was negatived without a division. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON moved to expunge the 6lst clause. Upon 
this motion the House divided: for it, 20; against it, 31; Ministerial 
Majority, 11. 

Lord Wynrorp proposed that a clause should be inserted prohibiting 
the admission of sugar produced by slave labour into the British do- 
minions. 

Lords Rrron, Grey, and Brovcnam opposed, and Lord ELien- 
BOROUGH, and the Duke of WELLINGTON supported the clause. 

The House divided: for Lord Wynrorp’s clause, 17; against it, 
$8; Ministerial majority, 21. 

The report was then received ; and on Tuesday the bill was read 
a third time, and passed. 


11. Municipat Corporations. Lord Brovcnam, on Thursday, 
stated the outlines of the bill which he proposed to bring in to regulate 
the municipal affairs of those boroughs, thirty in number, which under 
the Reform Bill sent members to Parliament, but which had no proper 
municipal institutions. 

The whole population of the boroughs which this bill was to regulate, 
amounted to upwards of 1,200,000/. ; and the number of persons qualified under 
the late Reform Act to vote for the election of members of Parliament was be- 
tween 58,000 and 60,000. The boroughs themselves were for the most part 
situated in parts of the country where the iron and other important branches of 
trade were carried on,—such as Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Stoke-upon- 
Trent, Halifax, Wakefield ; and there were others in other parts of the country, 
such as Cheltenham, Brighthelmstone, Chelmsford, Frome, Stroud, &c. 

Each borough would be divided into wards; and the qualification 
which would entitle the inhabitant of any of these wards to vote for a 
member of Parliament would entitle him to vote for Common Council- 
men, who would be chosen for three years; and who would have the 
power of electing an Alderman for each ward of the borough, who 
would have his seat for life, except in cases where specified disqualifi- 
cations should occur. A Recorder for each borough would be nomi- 
nated ig Ae Crown. The Common Council would be empowered to 
elect a Mayor, who would hold his office for one year. 

The body of Magistrates, chosen under the above provisions, would be the 
municipal authorities of the town; and they would have two branches of duty 
to perform,—the one would be the administration of justice, and the other the 

ulation of the police. With respect to the first of these duties, several regu- 
lations were made by the bill, some of which he would refer to. The quarter- 


sessions would be holden in the same mode and at the same times as were at 
Present provided ; and the magisterial body would consist of the officers above 
referred to, with the addition of the County Magistrates, who he considered 
ought to have a concurrent jurisdiction with he town authorities: The Re- 





corder would preside at these sessions, and would of course afford the advantage 
of the learning and ability which would be the necessary qualifications for his 
ofiice, and that officer would, of course, not practice in his profession, either at 
the sessions or the assizes. The quarter-sessions, instead of being confined to 
being holden once a quarter, might, by the authority of his Majesty, be holden 
oftener, according to his pleasure as to time; and the object of this enactment 
weuld be to do away with an inconvemence which now existed in the awarding 
of punishment to offenders tried at the quarter-sesstons, By the present prac- 
tice, in consequence of the long interval between the several holding of the quar- 
ter-sessions, the length of time during which a prisoner was confined previously 
to trial was subsequently deducted from the full amount of punishment awarded 
to him upon his trial. 

It had been his original intention that the Judges of the Local Courts 
(bad that measure been adopted) should act as Recorders, and he still 
hoped that such an arrangement might be made. 

There were also provisions in the bill for the regulation of the police of the 
boroughs. This part of the bill had been framed with a view to the ieee 
which would ensue from its chiming in with the local police acts in boroughs 
where such acts were in fores, so that the local acts should not interfere with 
this the general act, and that the police committee (to be composed of the above- 
mentioned magistrates) should be able to carry on the police affairs under the 
provisions of the local acts where such local acts existed. 

He concluded by moving that the bill be read a first time; although 
he had no intention of pressing it beyond that stage in the present 
session. 

Lord Wyxrorp spoke a few words. He thought that the Crown 
could of itself effect much of what was proposed to be done by the bill, 
which would interfere with the prerogative of the Crown. He also 
objected to the Recorder being nominated by the Crown, because he 
was a corporation officer, and might be frequently engaged in Crown 
questions. 

Lord Brovenam thought that Lord Wynford’s first objection was 
groundless; but admitted the force of the second, which was deserving 
of further consideration. 

The bill was then read a first time. 


12. CHancery Orricrs Brit. In the House of Commons on 
Tuesday, this bill went through the Committee ; the report was re~ 
ceived on Wednesday ; and on Thursday, 

Sir Joun Campse.t moved that it be read a third time. He stated 
the effects to be produced by the bill; which he had been prevented 
from doing on a former stage, by a desire not to interrupt public 
business. 

The bill went to abolish thirteen offices which had long existed, and which 
were neatly sinecures ; in others the salaries were greatly reduced. The old 
system upon which these offices was conducted was this—there was the chief 
sinecurist, who did nothing ; he appointed a deputy, who was allowed a larger 
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salary than what ought to have been allowed to the office altogether. The fol- 
lowing was a table of the offices and salaries abolished and reduced : 
r ncome D'tto of Deput - Gout 
4 of Trine pal. wat Exy cneeee Future Income. tele 3 
£ £ £ 
Clerk of Hanaper........- 2,500 .ovece 559 ...... 200 ...... 3,150 
Clerk of Crown.......-04e 1,100 ho 1,500 
Clerk of Patents ...... Fe de uae 205 
Reyister of Affidavits...... 1.800 .. 4,300 
Clerk of Custodies ........ 1,347 1,022 
Clerk of Presentations .... 43 93 
Clerk of Dispensations.... 316 ... 206 
Patentee of Spa.......06.. i Ae 1,034 
J 6 ree 1,300 1,630 
BOONE tecW 55 ccc ebocdecgics 800 930 
Prothonotary ...........66 00 ..... 100 
Patentee in Bankruptcy... 7,500 9,000 
£18,268 6,202 2,800 21,670 


Out of the savings thus effected, the suitors would receive 9,000. by 
a diminution of fees; 2,8341. was to be paid to the Suitors’ Fund; and 
9,736. to the Consolidated Fund. 

Now it was to be remembered, that all these offices were in the gift of the 
Chancellor; that former Chancellors had given them to their relatives; that 
they had even been made the subject of marriage settlements. Two of the 
offices—(the Clerk of the Patents and the Registrar of Affidavits)—were held 
by the brother of the Lord Chancellor, which were to be abolished instantly. 
( Cheers.) The others were to be abolished as they fell in. 

The next branch of the bill applied to the Masters in Chancery, who 
each received upon an average 3,900/. per annum from fees and perqui- 
sites. They were now to be paid a fixed sum of 2,5001. each; and as 
there were ten of them, the saving would be. 14,000/. per annum. 

The following were the reductions in the Masters’ office : 











Present Future Saving to 
Income, Salaries. Public. 
£ & £ 
Masters, averaging 3,900/. a year each... 39,000 ,...., 23,000 ...., - 14,000 
Their Chief Clerks, averaging 1,300/. a 
FOO? ORE 05.5 5:6, 05046 08 (aintees essere 13,000 10,000 ..... + 3,000 
The Muster of the Report-office......... 4.300 . 1,000 ...... 00 
The Registrars and their Clerks ........ 27,800 .. 14,050 ...... 13,7 
The two Examiners ............. ereees 2,400 1,400 ,..... 1,000 
£36,500 51,450 35,050 


It was proposed in future to pay the Masters from the Suitors’ Dead 
Fund, so that the actual saving in all future suits would be the total £ 


of the Master?’ present Income .....+......+- eoceces bases ¥eussem 39,000 
Savings by their Chief Clerks............. Vi eSE Che ee ceees bee a bees 3,000 
Savings by Registrars and Clerks ......see0.sesseeecseeeees cv'cds.s 2D 


There would thus be an immediate saving to suitors, in two offices 
alone, of per annum ..........eeee eee eens BY osieus cebh ceeniat £535.780 

Orders were to be entirely abolished. Petitions and affidavits, 
formerly required by the Chancellor, were to be sent before the Master. 
The great object was to make the Masters efficient officers of the 
Court. 

The present Masters were most respectable, honourable, and learned men; 
but former Lord Chancellors, considering their appointments as private and per- 
sonal, had appointed to those high and important situations persons whom 
dared not have recommended had the appointment been in the King. It was 
now, therefore, proposed to vest those appointments in the King. They were 
now to be made by his Majesty, on the responsibility of the King’s Government. 
No doubt, the King might act on the recommendation of the Lord Chancellor 
for the time being ; but that officer, with all the Cabinet, would be held respan- 
sible for every appointment. (‘* Hear, hear !””) By this bill, there were to be, 
particular returns made by the Masters in Chancery to the Lord Chancellor, of 
the number of hours they have attended their ‘offices, and the general state of 





causes, and other matters in the office, from time to time; so that there would 
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he ample opportunity of ascertaining whether those holding such important 
judicial situations had properly discharged their official functions. 

This bill, when first introduced in the House of Lords, went fur- 
ther ; but there were parts of it which Lord Brougham was obliged to 
drop. He had done, noche all that it was in his power to do; and 
Sir John Campbell hoped that, next session, the public would have the 
benefit of all the intended improvements. He trusted that the public 
woule ppecectite Lord Brougham’s conduct in this matter—for he had 
mét with many difficulties—and award him his due meed of approbation. 

8. 
Mr. Harvey congratulated the House on the great and substantial 
improvements which the bill would effect. It was impossible for them 
to conceive the: great difficulties with which those who had done so 
much had been surrounded. He trusted that this measure, however, 
was only subordinate to great improvements that were still to take 
place ; and that it was only an earnest of Lord Brougham’s determina- 
tion to make his court in reality, and not in name only, a Court of 

uity. 

Mr. Smcrair observed, that Masters in Chancery were still to re- 
eeive 2,500/. per annum; which was more than the Scotch Judges in 
the Court of Session.were paid, although their duties were very labo- 
rious. He had hoped that their salaries would have been increased, 
after the pledges that had been given by Ministers, The bill, how- 
ever, reflected the highest credit on Lord Brougham. 

Loord Attnor? said, all’ the members of Government had voted 
against increasing the salaries of the Scotch Judges. 

Mr. Tooke gave his unqualified approbation to the bill. 

Tt was then read a third time, and passed. 


13. Fines anp Recoventes Brit. On Monday in the House of 
Lords, this bill was read a third time, and passed. 


- 14. Assizes Removat Bit. 
the House of Lords on Monday. 


15. Forcery or Stamrs PrevEenTIoN Bitt. On the motion of 
Mr. Vernon Smiru, this bill was read a third time, and passed, on 
Tuesday. 


16. Stamp-orFicE Prosecutions. Colonel Evans presented a pe- 
tition, on Ménday, from Joshua Hobson, now confined in Hudders- 
field Gaol, and treated as a felon for selling unstamped publications. 

Sir Joyn Campsett said, he had received no answer to the inquiries 
he had made respecting this man’s case. It had been alleged that his 
hair had been cut off, and that he had been otherwise violently treated : 
hehad heard, however, that so far from that being the case, he had one 
of the finest heads of hair in the country. The prison regulations 
could not be altered for an individual. 

Mr. Cosserr asked why Hobson was sent to such a prison, he being 
no felon ? 

The rules would not allow any newspapers except such as the Governor 
(meaning the gaoler) approved: only two friends a-week were to visit a pri- 
soner, and then only in the’ presence of other parties. Ought a person im- 
prisoned for a penalty to be subjected to the imprisonment and treatment ex- 
tended to felons ? 

Lord Morretn subsequently stated, that the representations in 
Hobson’s petition were incorrect : he understood that he was perfectly 
able to pay the fine, but preferred the glory of imprisonment, 

Mr. Harpy confirmed this— 

He had that morning received a letter from the chairman of the magistrates, 
whodeclared that he had visited the Wakefield Gaol, 1 had seen Hobson ; 
that instead of being without hair, no dandy could have a finer head of hair ; 
that he had the prison dress for misdemeanours, a plain dress, not the party~-co- 
loured dress of felons; that the rules of the prison were relaxed in his ease, so 
that he might have any books or papers he pleased; that he had the best room, 
and the best company, the place afforded (.A laugh); and that the individual 
could pay the penalty, but would not, .as he wanted and preferred having the 
glory of being talked about. : 

The conversation was then discontinued. 


17. Tirne Prosecutions. Mr. Biamire, on Tuesday, moved the 
second reading of the Tithes Stay of Suits Bill. 

What the bill proposed, was to stay all proceedings since the commencement 
éf Lord Tenterden’s Act to the end of next session ; an to provide that in every 
suit commenced against ten persons, two only should be considered as necessary 
parties to each suit. 

It was then read a second time. 

On the motion that it be committed. Sir Joun CAMPBELL said, 

He had always stood up for tithes, contending they became private property, 
and ought to be protected as such. ‘The most simple mode would be not to 
have so general and sweeping a bill, but one that should apply to cases where a 
modus decimandi had existed for the last sixty years ; or where there had been 
no modus at all. The setting aside a long-established modus, was an injurious 
practice ;: for the land in such a parish had been bought and sold over and over 
againon the footing of the. modus, ‘and the tithes themselves had in some cases 
been sold; therefore the tithe-owner would get what he had not bought, and 
the landowner would be saddled with an unexpected and unmerited burden. He 
wished Mr. Blamire had framed his bill to apply to such suits as had been al- 
ready commenced. 

r. BLAMIRE was willing to adopt Sir John Campbell’s suggestion ; 
-and wished that he would undertake the management of the bill. 

Sir Joun Camps. declined that task, but would support the bill. 

On Thursday, the bill was. committed. 

Mr.’ Biamtre proposed some verbal amendments to the first clause ; 
and said, that his object in bringing forward the measure was to re- 
lieve Ministers from the odium under which they laboured on this 
subject. 

r. AGrionsy said, 

‘He knew of one particular instance, in which, before the operation of Lord 

Tenterden’s Act, the greatest harmony prevailed in the parish; but since that 

jod, in-consequence of the frequent prosecutions by the Rector, the church 

been almost entirely deserted; and after the customary service had been 

read, the most respectable families in the parish invariably left the church, de- 
ing they reals not stop to hear a sermon from such a man. 

*On the question being put, that the amendments should stand part of 
the clause, ‘ 

‘Mr, Harvey maintained, that the bill, would be injurious in its ap- 
plication, and would unjustly affect the rights of property. 


This bill was read a second time in 








It would be impossible fer any plaintiff, whether he proceeded in a court of 
Jaw or in a court of equity to establish a tithe which for years had been dor~ 
mant, to succeed when it became an issue before a jury. The weight of preju- 
dice he would have to conflict with, would be such as to make it necessary for 
him to show not merely the legality, but’ the righteousness of the demand, be- 
fore he could proceed. If they were to legislate upon it, why’ not legislate »in 
the most efficient manner? He was-onqwho would stand up for tithe pro- 
perty, anf he viewed with apprehension those insidious attacks which were 
being made upon it. The object of the bill was to prevent adverse litigation 
till the next session of Parliament : now, nothiug could be done till November, 
and though he was against the bill in principle, yet, under all the circumstances, 
if they were to have such a bill at all, he was an advocate fora bill which would 
do away with all such proceedings as had been instituted within a given time. 

Sir Jonn CampseEtu congratulated the Clergy on their new defender 
in the person of Mr. Harvey. Hehoped that the friendship between 
him and Sir Robert Inglis would prove lasting ! 

He had always contended that tithes were private property, and ought to re« 
ceive that protection which was afforded to private property. Mr. Harvey had 
said no action could be brought unless it was upon a modus that.it could ‘be 
clearly shown the parties had been in possession of fora series of years: but he 
could tell him, a modus had been set aside, within the last two years, which was 
proves to have existed for more than a hundred years—it was proved that i€ 

ad taken its origin in the reign preceding that of Edward the First. Now, he 
did not call that justice, but gross injustice, and contrary toall rules of jurispru- 
dence which had guided every civilized country. He did not see what good 
could result from suspending the proceedings under this bill till the next 
session of Parliament. He thought it was for the benefit of the Church thatthe 
bill should pass, because they did not put an end to the suits, but merely stayed 
them, while in the mean time gentlemen would proceed with the Tithe Commu- 
tation Bill. 

Sir Rozert Ineuts said, that decision was according to law. The 
bill was a gross violation of law, and of the rights of parties. 

Mr. Coxssert reminded Sir Robert Inglis, that there was a precedent 
for the bill— 

In 1796 or 1797, upwards of one thousand actions were commenced in the 
King’s Bench against clergymen for penalties for non-residence ; and what did 
the clergy do? Come forward and pay the penalties, and so stop the suit?—No, 
they came before the then Parliament, and got the actions stayed for a year. 
Next year the same, and the next year again. Then in 1802, Parliament did 
what he hoped that house would do next session—quash the actions entirely ; 
and as they relieved the clergy from the penalties, now relieve the people from 
the payment of tithes. It was idle to talk of its being an invasion of the prin- 
ciples of law, for the case was one of strong necessity. 

Mr. W. Broveuam said, this was a case of the strongest necessity. 

The number of actions had been multiplied so enormously, that great injustice 
must be the consequence if the bill were not passed. He was informed that in 
the Exchequer alone there had been upwards of four thousand writs issued with- 
in the last two years; making with those in other courts eight thousand in all. 
If ever there was a case of stern necessity, that was it. He would ask what 
right the Rector of Kendal had to 10,000/. a-year of tithes? He must be beat 
in nine out of every ten of the actions. 

Mr. BiamireE said, the number of suits which it was the object of 
his bill to stop, was probably not less than nine thousand. 

Some verbal amendments were agreed to ; and the report was brought 
up, and ordered to be considered on Friday. 

On that day, the several amendments which had been made in the 
bill were read a second time, and agreed to. 

{[Mr. Harvey took occasion, on the presentation of a petition on 
Friday, to state that some of his remarks on this bill on Thursday had 
been misunderstood. He had been called, in the Morning Chronicle, a 
‘** champion of the Church ;” but he was, and always had been, a Non- 
conformist. What he had really said was, that it appeared to him that 
there was a determination among the landed interest to strengthen pre- 
judices against tithe property, in order that, having reduced it to amere 
nominal value, they might become the purchasers of it, and thus have 
their lands tithe-fvee. But to whomsoever the tithes belonged, no one 
could say that they belonged to the landlord. He contended that tithe 
property was and should be considered as sacred as any other kind of 
property. } 

18. Forretcn Entisrment Act. Lord Western, on Friday, 
moved the order of the day for the second feading of the bill for repeal- 
ing the Foreign Enlistment Act. 

The Earl of Rosstyn hoped it would be withdrawn till next session. 

Earl Grey and Lerd Brovcnam professed themselves friendly 
to the prineple of the bill; but agreed to withdraw it, on the 
ground of its having been introduced into the House of Commons at 
short notice, and sent up to the House of Peers at the close of. the 
session, Next session they would support it. 

The Duke of WELLINGTON promised to oppose the bill whenever it 
should be brought forward. 

The motion for.for the second reading was then discharged. 


19. Royat Marriacrs. Colonel Witttams moved on Tuesday 
for the leave to bring in a bill to repeal the Royal Marriage Act. 

It had been passed because two Royal Dukes had married Englishwomen. 
The act, in restricting the choice of the members of the Royal Family, had done 
an immensity of mischief. He would just mention one or two instances in proof 
of the fact. The Duke of York never saw his wife until he was married to her, 
and the consequence was that they were soon separated. His affections had 
been won by another woman, perhaps an unworthy object of them. That House 
shortly afterwards rang with discussions about Mrs. Clarke, to the no great 
promotion of morality or the edification of the country. The late King, too, 
married a foreign princess whoin he had never seen; and the results, the dis~ 
graceful results, were too well known to the country. The Princesses too were 
debarred by it from following their own inclinations. The effect of the measure 
had been, to make our Princes send to Germany for wives, instead of selecting 
them amongst their English countrywomen. en George the Third came to 
the throne, he was made to boast that he was the first English King of his race, 
It was true that he was an Englishman by nativity, but he was not so by prin- 
ciple. His German mother infused into him principles that had subsequently 
caused the greatest evils to the country. She it was who taught him that-he 
should-be’ **a king”—that was to say, in other words, a German despot: and 
the war'with America and the war with France were entirely owing to theim- 
pressions he’had derived from his German mother. 

Lord Autuorr and Sir Jonn Campsert opposed the motion. The 
latter said, 

He was anxious not to permit the idea to go abroad that the act in question. 
prevented the marriage of members of the Royal Family with English women. 
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That was a vulgar, but a gross mistake with regard to.it. The act provided 
that no descendant of George the Second. should marry any subject without the 
consent of the reigning Sovereign ; but if that consent were given, the marriage 
would be valid. Colonel Williams should be aware that by the common law of 
England, independently of the Marriage Act, the reigning Sovereign had always 
the right to control the marriages of his children and heirs, and of the heir pre- 
sumptive to the throne, The Royal Marriage Act only provided that no de- 
scendant of the Second should have a right to marry without that con- 
sent. The law of England in that respect appeared to him to be just and 
salutary. ; 

Colonel WittraMs then withdrew his motion. 

20. Conpuct oF THE Eart oF Warwick. Mr. Perer, on Tues- 
day, postponed his motion relative to the Earl of Warwick and the bo- 
rough of Warwick, till next session, in consequence of the thin atten- 
dance of members, and the non-publication of certain evidence. 


21. Breacw or Parivitece; Po.iticat Jupces. On Monday, 
previously to the House going into a Committee of Supply, a conver- 
sation of some length arose relative to a charge delivered by Baron 
Pennefather to the Grand Jury of Cork, in which he stated, that in 
consequence of the Grand Jury Bill, then in progress through Parlia- 
ment, he should not again have to address a jury composed of gentlemen 
of property. Mr. O’Dwyrer, Mr. Watiace, Mr. Curiar Fercus- 
son, Mr. O’Reitty, and Mr. Hume, strongly deprecated the habit in 
which the Judges indulged so much at the present day, of mixing up 
political opinions in their addresses from the bench. 

Mr. Lirrteron said, he had read the report in the newspapers with 
great astonishment and regret, but did not see how he could interfere 
with a charge delivered by a Judge. 

Mr. Suaw thought that Baron Pennefather had a perfect right to 
make the remarks he had done. 

Sir Joun CamMpsBeELt maintained, that a Judge was liable to heavy 
censure, if he went out of his way to deliver opinions as a political 
partisan. 

Here the matter dropped. 


22. Irnisu Juries Birt. This bill was read a second time in the 
House of Commons on Tuesday, and ordered to be committed on 
Thursday. On that day, it went through the Committee ; and on Friday 
was read a third time, and passed. 


23. Liset Law. Mr. Hurt presented a petition on Friday from 
James Acland, praying to be released from an imprisonment under 
which he was suffering for having asserted of the Corporation of Hull, 
what was found by a Committee of the House to be correct. 

Mr. Hitt did not think that any verdict could be satisfactory to the 
country where no opportunity had been given to the accused person to 
prove the truth of his statements. 

Sir Jonn Campse ct said, that in this case the proceedings were by 
criminal information in the Court of King’s Bench, where the truth of 
the matter might be and was inquired into. 

On that occasion, Mr. Acland_brought forward affidavits, and was heard at 
great length in support of them ; and it was after the hearing that the rule was 
made absolute. A bill had been brought to do away with the power of the 
King’s Bench to proceed upon criminal information. If that bill had been 
persevered in, he should have resisted it to the utmost of his power. 

The petition was then laid on the table. 


24. Scotch Royat Bureus Birt. On Monday, this bill went 
through the Committee of the Lords ; and on Tuesday was read a third 
time, and passed. 

25. Scorcn Burcus Bitut. This bill went through the Committee 
on Monday; and was read a third time, and passed, on Thursday. 


26. SeparaTists AFFIRMATION Britt. The third reading of this 
bill in the House of Lords was moved on Monday, by the Earl of 
Gosrorp. After some opposition from the Bishop of Hrerrrorp and 
Lord ELLENzoroveu, the third reading was carried, by 35 to 16. 


27. ScavacE anp PacxacEe Bru. This bill went througha Com- 
mittee of the Lords on Monday. 


28. Factory Bitt. In the House of Lords on Monday, this bill 
was read a second time, on the motion of Lord AuckLanpD, and re- 
ferred to a Select Committee. 


On Friday, the several clauses were agreed to in Committee, and the 
report was ordered to be received this day. 


29. CuoLerA Britt. On the motion of Mr. Povtrerr Tuomson, 
on Monday, a bill to renew the Cholera Act of last session; was read 
a first and second time; the Standing Orders of the House being sus- 
pended. On Tuesday, it went through the Committee ; and was read a 
third time, and passed. On the same evening, it was read a first time 
in the Lords; on Wednesday it was read a second time, and went 
prow i the Committee ; and on Thursday was read a third time, and 
passed. 


30. Sate or Beer Licenses Bux. 
that the bill be read a second time, 

r. WaRzurTON said, he trusted that Lord Althorp would not press 
the bill this session. 

It was one which seriously affected the industrious classes of the community, 
andothers whom the membeis would have no opportunity of consulting. The 
bill, it was true, came down from a Select Committee of the House; but the 
Spare of that Committee strongly induced him to think that it was highly desi- 
rable to defer this bill until the next session of Parliament; for it was at com- 
plete variance in many points with the provisions contained in the bill now 
under consideration, particularly as regarded the hours at which the beer: shops 
should be kept en, and other police regulations detailed in the report. He 
also objected to the bill, because it would double the amount of duty, and in this 
Way was nothing more than an indirect tax upon beer; for the produce of the 
increased licence-duty to the revenue, he was told, would amount to 100,000/. 
per annum. 

Mr. Rice observed that 


It was for the House to say what, even at this period of the session, should be 
done with this bill; bat, whatever might be the fate of the measure, he was 
convinced that if the Government fied done nothing with the report of the Se- 
lect Committee when laid on the table, they would have been open to obloquy ; 
-and if, again, the Government had consented to that which was recommended 


On Tuesday, on the motion 
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by many magistrates for the regulation of the scale upon which houses should 


be licensed, the opposition to the measure would have been still stronger. 

The bill was not introduced for the sake of increasing the revenue. 

Mr. Coxsserr was sure the bili would have a most mischievous 
tendency. 

The tax, which it was said would be imposed by the bill, could not affect him 
personally ; nor could any unless a tax upon cows’ udders—A laugh )—and 
therefore he might be thought disinterested in his opinion of this subject. 

Mr. Fysue Patmer opposed the bill. 

He had been much surprised to hear the evidence of persons whom he haf 
known from thirty to forty years going the length of saying that crimes, coms 
prising poaching, robberies of hen-roosts, and other petty felonies, had increased 
since the establishment of beer-shops. Never had any evidence surprised him se 
much. He must say, that since the existing law pate abt into operation, ang 
not till then, a supply of cheap beer had been established for the working classesz 
and it was not surprising that the labourer, who now could get good beer with= 
out making his belly ache, should occasionally indulge more than former! 
But the great cause of opposition to the Beer Bill arose from the fact that its 
operation placed the retailers independent of the Magistracy ; to whom t 
need no longer take off their hats, for they could, without difficulty get their 
licenses from the Excise. The Magistracy had full power to put down any ine 
fringements of the law by the proprietors of beer-shops; but they had 
ferred that such establisl:ments should run riot, in hopes that by this they might 
be putdown, The present bill provided that six sureties should be given for the 
good conduct of these beer-shops ; and under this and other provisions contained 
in the bill, if it should pass into a law, they would be completely put down. He 
would venture to say, that if the question was allowed to rest as at present untif 
the next session, a great many of the smaller beer-shops, so much complained 
of, would die a natural death, and that those on a more respectable footing would 
continue their occupation. 

Colonel Witttams, Mr. Tower, Lord Grorcr BENTINCK, ang 
Lord Horuam supported the bill. 

Mr. Ewart opposed it. 

Lord Attuorpe defended the measure at considerable length; bu€ 
promised not to press it this session, though he hoped the second read+ 
ing would be agreed to. 

Mr. Luoyp, Mr. Actronsy, and Sir S. WHALLEY expressed theig 
strong disapprobation of the measure. 

Sir H. Wi.toucuey defended the Report of the Committee; an€ 
denied that there was any intention to revive the old licensing system. 

Mr. Warsurton having withdrawn his opposition, the bill was read 
a second time; and on the motion of Lord ALrHorp it was ordered ta 
be committed that day month. 


31. Commutation or Taxes. General Patmer, on Thursday, 
moved a series of resolutions, condemnatory of the existing system oF 
taxation, and recommending in the place of the present taxes, that one 
on realized property should be laid. His resolutions, he said, were 
founded upon Mr. Heathfield’s plan. Ministers, under the present 
system, were compelled to cut their coats according to their cloth, as if 
it were cloth they wanted ; whereas they had abundance of cloth, and 
only wanted a man who knew how to cut it; and that man, he would 
contidently say, was Mr. Heathfield. General Palmer concluded by 
saying, that he merely wished then to have his resolutions read, with @ 
view of taking them under consideration next session. 

32. Posr-Orrice Prosecutions. On Monday, Mr. Tooke pre- 
sented a petition from Mr, Oxenham, a solicitor of ‘Taunton, complain 
ing that a parcel of deeds sent by the mail had been opened at the Post~ 
office, because it contained two letters, relating to the deeds and other 
matters of business between himself and his agent. He had first ree 
ceived a letter from the solicitor of the Post-office, stating that he had 
incurred two penalties ; afterwards he received another, offering to com- 
promise the action by exacting only one of the penalties. Mr. Tooke 
then read an opinion given by Mr. Follett, that letters might be sent im 
a parcel which had only relation to the business of the parties; tha€ 
deeds and papers were goods, according to the meaning of the act; and 
that an action would lie against the Postmaster for detaining the parcel. 

Mr. Svan.ey said, that it had been discovered that numerous letters 
had been sent by parcels in the mail; and that a bag had been regularly 
made up at the Gloucester and Bristol Mail-offices, one of which was 
found to contain 42, another as many as 200 letters. It was necessary 
to put a stop to suci practices, otherwise the monopoly of the Post- 
office must be given up, and some mode of supplying the deficiency in 
the revenue which would be thereby occasioned must be discovered. 
One of the jetters sent by Mr. Oxenham did not relate to the deeds im 
the parcel, and therefore he had incurred a penalty by sending it. He 
thought that the Post-oflfice had not acted unfairly in selecting this case 
to try the merits of the question; which was now, indeed, in a course 
of trial. 

Mr. Hume remarked, that a consolidation of the statutes relative to 
the Post-office, which puzzled the ablest lawyers, had been promised 
seven years ago. 

Sir Joun CaMpseELt concurred in Mr. Follett's opinion as to sending 
letters which related to the deeds in the parcel, but Mr. Oxenham had 
sent a letter which had no relation to those deeds. 


33. Poxice Spizs. Mr. Cossert called the attention of the House 
of Commons, on Thursday, to the conduct of Popay, the Police spy; 
upon whom, he said, justice had not been done. The Governmeng 
should prosecute that man for sedition; otherwise the public would 
naturally think that he was screened, because he might have it in hig 
power to make revelations which would implicate the Government, 
He said that M’Lean, the Superintendent, had been guilty of the 
grossest prevarication before the Committee; his evidence was alla 
shuffle from beginning to end. He then alluded to the case of Mr. 
William Dean, who had been dismissed from the force for making use 
of strong language before the Committee, respecting the Calthorpe 
Street affair. This man was dismissed, while Bartlett, who had stolen 
some milk from a cowkeeper, was retained. He strongly blamed the 
conduct of the. Commissioners in this business. He should leave the 
cirminals in the hands of the Solicitor- General, and would only move 
for a copy of the order dismissing William Dean from the Police, 

Colonel Evans bore testimony to the unimpeachable characters of 
the Commissioners, especially Colonel Rowan, with whom he was per- 
sonally acquainted. He agreed with Mr. Cobbett, that some more, 
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severe punishment than mere dismissal should be inflicted upon Popay. 
M’Lean, the Superintendent, was quite unfit to hold the situation he 
did in afree country. He wasa proper myrmidon for the worst system 
of espionage ; and was in the habit of employing as many as twenty 
persons in plain clothes. 

Mr, Lams acknowledged, that the proof of Popay’s being a spy was 
complete; but he had been advised not to prosecute him, unless he re- 
lied for a conviction on the odium which generally attended spies. So 
he did not think it his duty to prosecute him. With regard to Dean, 
his language was so violent respecting the Calthorpe Street affair, 
as to induce the suspicion that he was insane. He did not think, upon 
the whole, that there was sufficient evidence to justify the dismissal of 
the Superintendent ; who had employed twenty men at different times, 
but never altogether in plain clothes, for the purpose of detecting fe- 
lonies. As to the wearing of plain clothes, formerly all Policemen 
wore them; and it wasa question in Sir Robert Peel’s mind, whether 
they should not continue to do so. It would never answer to prohibit 
the use of plain clothes altogether. 

Mr. Warsurton and Mr. Hawes complimented Mr. Cobbett on 
his conduct in this business. : 

Sir Jonn Campset approved of Popay’s dismissal. Whether he 
should receive additional punishment, was a different thing. 

The House should recollect what a flagellation he had got from Mr. Cobbett 
and others. (ZLaughter.) Mr. Cobbett should act with the same spirit of 
forbearance as the judge who, after he had been employed seven hours in pro- 
nouncing sentence on a criminal, on being reminded of the misery he had 
already inflicted, agreed to mitigate the punishment to the payment of a 
nominal fine. 

Lord Horuam defended the Commissioners from the attack of Mr. 
Cobbett. 

Mr. Cossett admitted, that it was possible much of the misconduct 
of the Commissioners, whom he had accused of prevarication, might be 
attributable to their laziness and neglect of duty. He then withdrew 
his motion. 


34. Appropriation Bitt. Mr. Rick brought in this bill on Tues- 
day, when it was read a first time. ‘The second reading took place on 
Waetueuéey, and on Thursday it was committed. 

Sir James GrauamM then moved an amendment to the bill, relative 
to the Naval service, making it no longer imperative to pay within the 
year for all services performed during the year ; which, in consequence 
of the absence of sailors, could not in fact be done; but the money, 
sometimes amounting to a million, was paid into the Bank of England, 
where it became a complete dead-weight. 

This amendment was agreed to; the report was received, and the bill 
was read athird time on Saturday. 


35. Sesstonat AppreEssEs. On the motion of Lord Attuorp, the 
House of Commons, on Thursday, went into Committee on the Ses- 
sional Addresses. 

Lord Auruorr then said, he bad two resolutions to propose, to 
which he had no doubt the House would unanimously agree. The first 
was for an address to his Majesty, praying that he would be pleased to 
direct that a sum of twelve hundred pounds be paid to Mr. Bernal for 
his services as, Chairman of Committees during the present session, 
assuring him that the House would make good the same. ( Cheers.) 
The second was, that such a sum be paid to the Speaker's Secretary 
as with his fees would make up the sum of 4000. 

These resolutions were agreed to, and the report was received on 
Friday. 








Che Court. 

Tue King’s birth day was celebrated on Wednesday, at Windsor Castle, 
by a grand dinner and evening party ; which was attended by the Duke 
and hee of Cumberland, the whole of the Cabinet Ministers, the 
Duke of Wellington, the Duke of Dorset, Lord Hill, Sir James 
Kempt, Mr. Manners Sutton, Mr. Edward Ellice, a large party of the 
neighbouring nobility, and the members of the Household. The com- 
pany at dinner formed a eety of a hundred and twenty ; which was in- 
creased in the evening by at least two hundred more visitors. 

Yesterday, the King arrived in town, to hold a Levee; at which the 
Earl of Warwick, Earl Grey, Mr. Stanley, and Mr. George Villiers, 
the newly-appointed Minister to the Spanish Court, were honoured 
with private audiences. Amongst the general company, were the Duke 
of Wellington, Lord Sidmouth, Lord Stafford, Sir John Sinclair, and 
Mr. John Wood. 

The anniversary of the Dutchess of Kent’s birthday was celebrated 
on Saturday, at Kensington, with unusual hilarity. The houses in 
Kensington and the neighbourhood were brilliantly illuminated, and 
nearly a hundred persons dined at the Assembly-rooms in honour of 
the day. 





Che Metropolis. 

A report has been circulated, that Mr. Alderman Wood had ac. 
cepted the office of Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, and had 
vacated his seat in Parliament and the Aldermanic gown; but the 
Times of this morning is authorized to contradict the report in the most 
unqualified terms. 

Two projects have been set on foot for the establishment of Joint 
Stock Banking Companies in the Metropolis; the capital of each to 
be not less than ten millions. 

The office of Chaplain of St. Saviour’s, Southwark, having become 
vacant by the death of the Reverend Dr. Harrison, a very active can- 
vass for the suffrages and support of the parishioners is prosecuted by 
the friends of the several candidates in the field, whose nomination took 
place at a vestry meeting of the rate-payers held on Thursday last ; the 
rate-payers having the a of electing their own clergy. The 
candidates are— Reverend William Curling, M.A.; Reverend John 
Wilcock, M. A.; Reverend H. S. Plumptre, M. A.; Reverend 
Samuel Benson (the Curate), M.A.; Reverend Robert South, M. A.; 
Reverend Joseph White Niblock, D.D.; and the Reverend J. H. 

rice, LL.D. ‘The emolument of the office isa fixed salary of 300/. 
per annum, exclusive of the fees arising from weddings, churchings, 
christenings, and burials. Messrs. Curling and Wilcox preached their 











tear nso sermons to crowded congregations on Sunday last ; Messrs. 
lumptre and Benson will preach theirs on Sunday next; Messrs. 
South and Niblock on Sunday the Ist of September; ani the Re- 
verend Dr. Price on the 8th of September. The election is appointed 
to take place on Tuesday the 10th of September; and a very severe 
three days’ contest is anticipated. 

The St. George Steam-packet Company’s splendid steam-ship Se- 
vern arrived off the Tower on Wednesday morning at four o’clock ; 
having performed the voyage from Cork to Plymouth in twenty-six 
hours, and from Plymouth to London in the short space of thirty-one 
ens being extraordinary despatch from the South of Ireland.— 

wes. 

Sergeant W. S. Popay, the spy, belonging to the P division of Po. 
lice, was discharged from the force by ordg of the Police Commis- 
sioners on Friday week. His offence is merely stated to be misconduct. 

Carlile was released on Thursday week, unconditionally, from his 
long imprisonment in Newgate. 


Louise Waechett, a young Swiss woman, applied’to Sir F. Roe, at 
at the Bow Street Office, on Tuesday, for adviee and assistance under 
very extraordinary circumstances. She said she had been engaged as 
lady’s maid to Mrs. Forest, a lady of fortune, who resided with her 
three daughters, and a nephew, a military man, at Charlton, near Sun- 
bury. She remained in the family about three weeks, and all went on 
satisfactorily ; but about one o’clock on Monday morning, she and the 
other servants, a man and two women, were alarmed: by the noise of 
some persons breaking into the house; and getting up, they saw three 
ill-looking fellows on the staircase, who told them to hold their tongues, 
or it would be the worse for them. ‘They then all went to a house 
about half a mile off, for assistance; but on their return, they found the 
house entirely deserted, and every thing that was portable carried off: 
the young Swiss woman’s trunk had been broken. open, and twenty-five 
sovereigns taken out of it: the carriage was gone, and nothing was to 
be seen or heard of Mrs. Forest and her family. The complainant 
went with one of the servants, who had formerly lived in the house of 
Mr. Squire, in Coleman Street, to request his assistance, and: Mr, 
Squire attended her to the Police-office, where she told this extraordi- 
nary story. 

The next day, Mr. Barclay, a gentleman residing near Sunbury, 
called at the office, to assure the Magistrate that it was an entire fabri- 
cation; that Mrs. Forest, who is a lady of high respectability, is still 
residing at Sunbury; and that no robbery had been committed at her 
house. Soon afterwards, Mr. Squire appeared, and said that the wo~ 
man had confessed that her story was a lie from beginning to end; and 
that she had only told it in order to obtain some relief by working on 
the compassionate feelings of the public, as she was in great distress. 
Proceedings will, it is said, be immediately instituted against her. 

John Bradford, a cab-driver, was charged at the Bow Street Office, 
on Monday, with furious driving, and causing a serious accident toa 
Mr. S. Witherstone, whose skull was fractured by being thrown. out of 
his cab on Sunday last. He was remanded till next Monday: 

Phillip Hannum, a boy in livery, whose age did not appear to exceed 
thirteen or fourteen, was brought before Mr. Dyer, at the Marlborough 
Street Office, on Tuesday, charged with having robbed his master, Mr.. 
Ephraim Bond, St. James’s. Street, of some articles ef plate; and 
Mary Ann Walker, a young abandoned female, was charged with 
having incited him to commit the-robbery, and with having received the 
property. The lad confessed the robbery, to commit which he was in- 
stigated by the woman. Both were remanded. 

John Daniel was examined on Wednesday, at the. Marylebone 
Office, on a charge of brutally assaulting his own mother. On Mon- 
day night, he knocked her down, and kicked her repeatedly. The in- 
juries which she received are likely to prove fatal; and the prisoner 
was remanded for further examination. 

At the Hatton Garden Office, on Tuesday, John Ashlin, a Police 
constable, was charged with having stolen two five-pound notes from 
Mr. Edward Coleman, a veterinary surgeon. Mr. Laing, the Magis- 
trate, after hearing the evidence, said there was no doubt of the pri- 
soner’s guilt; but that he must be discharged, as Mr. Coleman could 
not swear to the identity of the notes. 

Sarah Shorter, the servant girl who was committed from the Hatton 
Garden Office last week for administering a large dose of laudanum to 
the child of Mr. Parry of Islington, was discharged on Wednesday; 
as the child is much better, and Mr. Parry declined prosecuting her. 

The Worship Street Police-office will soon be removed to a more 
central part of the district. The place fixed upon is said to be Fins- 
bury Square. The premises are very extensive ; and better accom- 
modation will be afforded for the Magistrates, the officers, and. the 
public. 

Two young men, named Burnby and Johnson, one holding a situa-- 
tion in the Customhouse, the other in the Excise, were held to bail on 
Wednesday, at the Thames Police-office, to keep the peace towards 
Mr. Sidney Smith Dipnall, a clerk in the Customs department, with 
whom they had quarrelled, and wished to fight aduel. Mr. Broderip 
advised them all to shake hands, and be friends ; but his sensible re- 
commendation was rejected. 

Patrick Brien, an Irish labourer, a short time ago was put into pos- 
session of a house in Cartwright Street, Rosemary Lane, which is- 
claimed by several parties, who have lately disturbed the neighbourhood 
with their disputes. He was much annoyed by attempts which were 
made to enter the house, and by the crowds that assembled round it. 


On Friday week he rushed out declaring he would have some of their 


lives; and he threw a brick, which struck an infant about four months 
old, which its mother was nursing. The child received the blow on 
the abdomen, and died next morning. Brien was examined on the 
charge of murder, at Lambeth Street on Saturday, and remanded, to: 
await the result of a Coroner’s inquest. 


A paragraph appeared in last week’s Spectator, abridged from a Daily 
Paper, in which it was stated thata Mr. Price had applied to the 
Royal Humane Society for the use of their drags to recover the body 
of his son, who had been drowned, as he supposed, in the Serpentine ; 
and that three guineas was demanded for the use of them. We are ine 
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formed by Mr. Westropp, the Secretary of the Society, that this ac- 
count was entirely incorrect: the use of the drags was immediately 
granted, and they were used for five hours in dragging the Serpentine, 
—in yain, no doubt, as the child was not drowned at all, but was 
found in the neighbourhood of Cripplegate in perfect health. Mr. 
Price himself, instead of making any complaint against the Society, 
was so well satisfied with the prompt attention and assistance which 
he received, that he expressed his intention of becoming a contributor 
to it. 

One of the gnu antelopes, kept at the Surry Zoological Gardens, 
gored its keeper on Saturday last, so dreadfully that he died on Mon- 
day, in extreme suffering, at St. Thomas’s Hospital. The man had 
been violently beating-the animal with a whip, in order to make it move 
about for the amusement of some visitors. The antelope bore it 
patiently for some time, but at last was exasperated, and turning upon 
its tormenter, knocked him down and gored him in the way we have 
stated. 

On Thursday morning, as some bricklayers and labourers were en- 
gaged in pulling down two old and dilapidated houses in St. Jobn’s 
Street, Clerkenwell, the side-wall of the adjoining house and a portion 
of the roof fell in upon one of the workmen ; who was forced through 
the rafters of the second floor into the room beneath, and buried in the 
ruins. On being extricated by his fellow labourers, it was found that 
his skull was fractured in a frightful manner, and his countenance 
dreadfully disfigured. He was conveyed to St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital in a state of insensibility. Two boys who were with him 
fortunately escaped; one clung to the rafters of the floor, the other 
fell underneath the sound part of the flooring, which protected him 
from being covered in the ruins. Another labourer is missing, whois 
supposed to be buried under the rubbish. 

Some children were playing on Monday in a pit in the Bird-cage 
Walk, St. James’s Park ; when a quantity of loam and sand fell in, and 
covered two of them. One was got out uninjured, anda little girl pointed 
out a corner of the hole where she said the other was buried. Some 
labourers continued digging there till the whole of the loose earth was 
removed ; it was then discovered that the little girl had made a mistake, 
and they had been actually heaping the earth on the spot where the 
child lay. He was taken out quite dead. 

On Sunday morning, just as Mr. Farnham Flowers had returned 
home to the Kel Pie House, below Limehouse, with three of his bro- 
ther’s children and the servant, in a chaise cart, within a few yards of 
the stable door, the horse suddenly turned round and went direct into 
the canal, when all the children and the servant were thrown into the 
water. The children were preserved by the extraordinary exertions of 
John Munson, asailor. Mr. Flowers was saved by leaping into the 
canal at the moment the cart was going into it. The servant was 
drowned, although he was not longer than eight or ten minutes in the 
water; having been taken outwith thealrag belonging to the Humane 
Society, which is kept at the Eel Pie’ House. 

The body of Eliza Youthhead, @ girl of fourteen, who had been 
living with a married sister in Little Carter Lane, Doctors’ Com- 
mons, was found in the Thames, near Millbank, on Monday morning. 
An inquest was held on Monday night on the body, but no evidence 
was produced as to the cause of her death. She was not dejected nor 
unhappy, nor had she any improper acquaintance. The Jury returned 
a verdict “that the deceased was found dead in the Thames, under 
suspicious circumstances.” 

A boat with four persons in it was upset in Battersea Reach on Sun- 
day afternoon. They were saved by the exertions of Mr. Henry Long, 
opposite whose house the accident occurred. 

William Salmon, a Bristol bargeman, was drowned at Queenhithe on 
Saturday last, while intoxicated. 

A poor woman, in extreme distress, was delivered of a child on 
Wednesday, on the pavement of Charles Street, Westminster. She 
was soon conveyed to the workhouse. 

Edward Weedon, who lived in Union Street, Shoreditch, cut his 
throat on Thursday night, after having quarrelled with his wife. He 
was a very passionate man, and had attempted suicide before. 

Last week, the body of a child was found under the window of the 
Duke of York public-house in Limehouse, dreadfully lacerated. An 
Inquest has returned a verdict of ‘* Wilful murder against some person 
unknown.” 

The dwellinghouse of Mr. Joseph Grimston, Grove Place, Edg- 
ware Road, was forcibly entered by some thieves, on Wednesday 
morning, and property toa large amount stolen therefrom. {t appears 
the burglars got over the garden wall, and effected an entrance by 
boring the shutters with a centre bit. 

On Saturday evening, the inhabitants of Greenwich and Deptford 
were thrown into alarm by a report that the Greenwich gas-house was 
on fire. Ina short time thousands assembled ; when it was discovered, 
that a steam-vessel belonging to the Steam Navigation Company, the 
Waterloo, lying opposite the gas-works, was on fire. The heavens 
were illuminated for miles round. At half-past ten, the vessel was 
burnt to the water’s edge. It is not known how the fire originated. 
The Waterloo was the property of Mr. Brocklebank, and had been 
sold by him to the Company for towing. 

An inquest was held on Monday on the body of Mr. W. Stoffell, 
aged thirty-five, son of the landlord of the Three Cranes, in Watling 
Street, which house was on Saturday morning destroyed by fire. The 
deceased, who had been for some time seriously ill, was rescued from 
the flames by the firemen ; but it being found impossible, from his weak 
state, to take him down a ladder,” he was wrapped up in a sheet and 
dropped from the window into a large canvas sheet, held by the men 
below. In his descent, however, he came in contact with the curb-stone, 
and received serious injury on his head. It appeared that there was 
Not time to lower the deceased by degrees, or to procure arope. The 
Jury returned a verdict of Accidental Death. 

An inquest was held on Wednesday, at a public-house on Brixton 
Hill, on the body of a woman aged sixty-five, a hawker of braces, who 
was found drowned in a pond at the rear of the premises. From the 
swollen state of the face, and a cut on the temple, it was at first sup- 
‘posed that she had been murdered; but it was clearly proved that she 





had been seen near the pond in a state of intoxication; and that the cut 
had been occasioned by a fall. ~ 





The Country. 

The master manufacturers of Leeds, Huddersfield, and Halifax, 
have determined upon memorializing the Government respecting the 
conduct of the workmen of those places, whose combinations to obtain 
increased wages are formed in the most determined contempt of the 
law, and have assumed a very alarming appearance. 

A very numerous meeting of the inhabitants of the parish of Aston, 
Birmingham, was held last week, to grant a church-rate. The Reve- 
rend Mr. Morgan, the vicar, took the chair. After some discussion, 
it was moved that a rate of twopence in the pound should be granted. 
An amendment was then proposed, and carried, postponing the consi- 
deration of the rate for six months. 

The first annual meeting of the shareholders in the Bank of Birming- 
ham, took place at Radenhurst’s Hotel, on Wednesday week; when a 
dividend of 10. per cent. was declared, payable after the l4th of 
September next. 

There is now being erected at Stonyhurst College, Lancashire, the 
most magnificent place of worship the Catholics will have in the three 
kingdoms. It is supposed this church, or rather cathedral, will be 
completed in about sixteen months. The style is Gothic.— Kendal 
Chronicle. 

The Captain of the Royal William cautioned his passengers, pre- 
viously to their landing on the Jetty at Margate on Saturday evening, 
to take care of their pockets, as there were many suspicious characters 
on board his vessel. On Sunday, on leaving the church after divine 
service, several ladies were robbed of their watches, &c. 


At the Gloucester Assizes, on Friday week, Charlotte Long was 
found guilty of setting fire to three ricks of hay, at North Nibley, in 
Gloucestershire, on the 25th July last. She was recommended to 
mercy by the Jury, on the ground that she had probably been instigated 
to commit the offence by some other person. Baron Gurney said that 
he could not attend to their recommendation; the prisoner was the 
wife of a convicted felon, and had set fire to three different ricks of 
hay ; and although it was not improbable that she had been instigated 
to the deed by some other person, yet there would be no security for 
property, if the penalty of the law were remitted in this instance. 

At the same time that this woman was condemned, Thomas Gas- 
kins, who had been convicted of arson the day before, was also sen- 
tenced to be hanged. ‘Fhe man shed tears, but the cries and shrieks 
of the woman were shocking. 

Atthe Lancaster Assizes, held on Friday last at Lancaster, John 
Emett was sentenced to death for shooting at Thomas Woodhall, at 
Blackburn, on the 30th March last. Woodhall was a watchman at a 
factory in Blackburn, where there had been a turn-out of the workmen, 
and a great deal of violence committed. The prisoner shot at him 
with a pistol, but the ball entered the door of the watchhouse. Imme- 
diately after discharging the pistol, he said—‘ Take that ; and if that 
does not do for thee, I'll give thee more next time.” The Judge held 
out no hopes to the prisoner of a commutation of sentence, as the in- 
tent to kill was evident. 

John Roach, a private of the 85th Regiment of Foot, stationed at 
Salford, was hanged at Lancaster, on Monday last, for the murder of 
his corporal, with whom he had had a quarrel about the treatment of a 
deserter whom they had been sent to secure. On his trial, he received 
from Captain Hunter, of the 85th Regiment, an excellent character, 
as a most humane and well-behaved man. 

William Jolly was executed on Saturday, at Ipswich; having beer 
found guilty of setting fire to a stack of wheat, at Yaxley. He pro- 
tested his innocence on the scaffold. He was thirty-four, and left a 
widow and six children. 

John Reynolds, an Irishman, was hanged at Stafford on Saturday, 
for highway robbery, accompanied with violence. He was attended on 
the scaffold by the Reverend Mr. Huddlestone, the Catholic priest, 
and died very penitent. Amongst the crowd who witnessed the exe- 
culion, were a great number ef Irish reapers; who fell on their knees, 
and appeared to offer supplications on behalf of their wretched country- 
man. 

John Stallan, convicted of incendiarism at Shelford, Cambridge, has 
been respited to the 7th December. The culprit denied his guilt; but, 
the day before the respite arrived, confessed he had caused all the fires 
in that neighbourhood except one. | He states he had no malice against 
any of the persons; and his only object was to occasion a necessity for 
working the engine, for which, as assistant, he received 6s. 6d. each 
time. 

Two felons confined in Durham gaol had a quarrel about a fortnight 
since; when one of them threw the other, John Wilson, violently 
against a bench, head-foremost. Wilson died in consequence of the 
injury he thus received; anda Coroner’s Jury has returned a verdict of 
Manslaughter against M‘Gro, the other felon. 

Three brothers, James, Richard, and William Walker, and George 
Brotherton, were committed on Thursday week to Lancaster Castle, 
on a charge of murdering Noah Brooks, in a scuffle which arose out of 
a public-house quarrel at Elton, near Bury in Lancashire. Brooks 
received his death from several stabs inflicted by some sharp instrument. 

About a fortnight since, two men, who had met at a beer-house at 
Paulton, became exceedingly ‘intoxicated, and quarrelled; a fight en- 
sued, which terminated in the death of one of them, the wife of the 
deceased having been given a shilling to make a bet on the side of her 
husband !— Bath Gazette. 

John Sibley, a labourer, was killed on Monday week, while mowing 
in a field near Wilton, by Sarah White, one of the gatherers, with 
whom he was quarrelling. ‘He first struck her, and she struck him with 
a gathering-hook ; and he died in consequence of the wound in a few 
days. A verdict of Manslaughter was returned against her. 

A fellow who last week sold his wife at Lansdown fair, was after- 
wards lodged in Bath Gaol for (the great offence of) getting drunk with 
the money. ve 
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Lord Berners, who had been visiting the Earl of Sandwich during 
the Huntingdon races, has met with an accident which is likely to cost 
him his life. Or@§fuesday last, his Lordship had been drinking rather 
freely ; and upon getting into his phaeton, = in driving, although 
he. was.evidently incapable of so doing. he groom at length gave the 
feins to him; and his Lordship, after proceeding a short distance, drove 
violently against a post. The carriage was overturned, and his Lord- 
ship thrown out.— Huntingdon Press. 

A punt containing ten persons, among whom were Mr. Hills, the 
Mayor of Maidstone, some of his family, several ladies, and some 

entlemen from London and Cambridge, was upset as it was crossing 
the Medway, by phos Allington Castle, near Maidstone, on Wednes- 
day evening. ll were saved except Mr. Chapman, of Cambridge 
University ; who was buried at Allington on Saturday. 

Captain Burnet, of Dorchester, had his thigh fractured last week, 
by the upsetting of the Emerald coach, near Lymington, from the 
breaking of the axletree. 

Mr. Moulton Messiter, solicitor, of Sandwich, was thrown out of a 
chaise last week, on his return from Ramsgate, and killed on the spot. 
His clerk, who was with him, jumped out, and escaped. 

Mr. W. Styles was thrown out of his gig, a few days since, between 
Lyme Regis, where he lived, and Axminster. The horse took fright 
and started down a hill at full.speed. He received several severe con- 
tusions and fractures, of which he died a few days after. 

Six artificers employed in Sheerness Dockyard were upset in a boat 
returning from a pleasure-party to Southend, on Saturday last, and four 
were drowned. ‘Two of them were natives. of Sheerness, the other 
four lately removed from Woolwich. 

About a fortnight since, Mrs. Goddard, of Chilton in Berkshire, 
found the bodies of two infants, in a dark old lumber-garret of her 
house. How they came there, no one could conjecture. 

On the night of the 5th instant, about nine o'clock, a field barn, on 
the premises of Mr. W. Dewing, of North Creake, was discovered to 
be on fire. Many of the farming implements, the outbuildings, bullock- 
sheds, and a large quantity of straw, were consumed. The property 
was insured. 

On Tuesday last, a fire broke out in a large wheat-stack on the pre- 
mises of Mr. Brown, of Old Walsingham. The corn was of this 
year’s growth, and the stack had not been finished thatching more than 
an hour, when it was set on fire, and the whole was consumed.—JVor- 


Jolk. Chronicle. 





SCOTLAND. 

The Edinburgh papers received since our last Number, are full of 
the exciting subject of the Annuity. Tax and Mr. Tait’s resistance to 
the payment of it. Upon his arrival athome, Mr. Tait addressed the 
assembled multitude who had accompanied him from the prison, and 
seems to have played the orator with admirable effect. The following 
are extracts from his speech. 

“ A compulsory provision simply means, a provision supported by distraint and im- 

sonment. Are distraiuing and imprisoning fit employments for spiritual teachers? 

0; assuredly not. Conceive, my friends, a meek man of God seizing the goods of a 

ishioner who happens to be of another sect, and carrying them off to the Cross to 

rouped for his stipend! Or conceive him seizing a Seceder, or a Baptist, or a Catho- 
lic, by the collar, and dragging him to the gaol? ‘To bring this more completely home 
to our minds, conceive the Reverend Dr. Brunton loading his back with a poor widow’s 
half rotten chest of drawers, tucking her meal-girnel under his right arm, and her creepy 
under his left, with the porridge-pot. upon his head; conceive him thus accoutred, 
wending his way to the Cross, and there knucking them down to the highest bidder, 
pocketing the miserable sum which they bring for his stipend and expenses of seizure 
andsale. (Immense cheering anddaughter.) Conceive the Reverend Dr. Inglis, or Dr. 
Horning as he is now called, going a step beyond his nickname, flonrishing, not a horn- 
— (the fees of which ‘go all to my son,’ asa recent ballad says), but a carrion, in 
his left hand, while his terrible right seizes some obdurate recusant, like myself, by the 
wollar, and the process of dragging to gaol follows the process raised by the Reverend 
Dr. Horning’s son. Conceiye that the gentle and Reverend Doctor, who preaches 
Toryism occasionally to ‘ Why rage the Heathen?’ and other texts, should mildly 
take out of his waistcoat-pocket, not a snuff-box, but a messenger’s three-inch ebony 
baton, tipt with silver like his own voice, saying with a half-bow, and a loving paternal 
air; I request you toconsider yourself my prisoner, Andvare not all these conceptions 
of things monstrous, odious, and abominable? (Tremendous cheers.) But is there 
any real difference between the Clergy doing these things themselves, and employing 
other and ruder hands todothem? (Cries of “ No, nul”) I know that the Edin- 
burgh Clergy give out that-nyt-they, but the Magistrates, poind.and imprison for an- 
nuity. The Magistrates might as well say that not they, but Peter Hill; and Peter 
might as well say, that not he, but my captor, Mr. Thomson the messenger, thrust me 
into the Calton Guol, without allowing me to go two divisions of Prince's Street, to see 
my morning letters. My friends, this is an old trick of Established Clergy.” 

But he only looked to the prime actors in the business— 

- “I thank Messrs. Baird, Brown, and Lee, &c., for my imprisonment. How different 
all this from the example of the meek founder of Christianity! How different from 
the noble conduct of the Apostle Paul! ‘ ‘hese hands,’ said he, with the warrantable 
pride of independence, “ these hands have ministered to my necessities, that 1 might 
Not be chargeable to any of you.’” (Applause.) 

There was no danger of the Clergy being distressed for the want of 
this tax— 

“ Does any one ask are the Clergy of Edinburgh to starve? Starving is not the al- 
ternative. There is not, there uever was, the least chance of their starving. The 
Bors, fund for their payment is the seat-rents, as at Glasgow. (Cheers.) But if the 

istrates refuse them the seat-rents, cannot they prosecute the Mayistrates as well 
as the citizens, and enforce their rights? Or cannot they apply to Parliament? Or 
cannot they appeal to the generosity. or justice of their congregations? Have they so 
small an opinion of their own value to their congregations, as to think they would be 
left to starve, and be considered a good riddauce? Or could they not work with their 
hands, or borrow, or beg,—any thing but disgrace themselves by resorting to distraint 
and the gaol? Why, gentlemen, rather than-they should starve, we, who are here ga- 
thered together to show our abhorrence of their proceedings, would minister to their 
necessities. until they could find congregatious willing to support them, Do they con- 
fess that they, of all the diff a inations of Christians, would alone be left to 
Perish.” | ' ' 
Mr. Tuit concluded, by exhorting the multitude carefully to avoid 
every thing like violence or a breach of the law; and added—“ One 
word more—Good night to the Annuity Tax!” After this, the crowd 
returned to their homes in perfect order. : 

The Sheriff-Depute opened the Court of Claims for the city of 
Edinburgh, on Wednesday, and the result stands thus,—Total claims, 
602. Admitted on the Liberal interest, 384; Tory, 112; unknown, 22; 
altogether admitted, 518. Rejected on the Liberal interest, 40; Tory, 
18; unknown, 9. Claims delayed, 17. 


IRELAND. 
A meeting of the inhabitants of Dublin, very numerously and re- 
spectably attended, was held at the Chamber of Commerce on Satur- 











day last, in order to consider the claims of the sufferers by the fire 

the Customhouse upon the Government for sumpenetiton; when ‘t 
was resolved that a deputation of merchants, accompanied by the mem. 
bers for the City of Dublin, should oo to London to lay their case 
before Ministers. Mr. O'Connell made a very popular speech on 
the occasion, declaring his readiness to proceed forthwith to head- 
quarters“ it was not his fault that the head-quarters were in London 
and it would not be his fault if they remained there.” He maintained 
the right of the sufferers to compensation, for a case of the grossest 
neglect was made out against the officers in charge of the stores, and 
the Government was answerable for the consequences of that neglect. 

Thanks were voted to Mr, O’Connell before the meeting separated. 

_ On Sunday, Mr. O’Connell left Dublin for London; where he ar- 
rived on Tuesday; and on Thursday he accompanied the deputation 
of yap to vg balan and “ an interview with Lord Althorp 
on the subject of the compensation claimed. T si 
pone as yo P he loss is now stated 
_ On the Wednesday previous to his departure, Mr. O’ Connell found 
time to attend a public meeting held for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments to construct the New Ship. Canal from: Kingstown to Dublin. 
His speech on this occasion was free from personalities, and was ex- 
tremely well received. On Thursday, be again convened his constitu- 
ents, and made them another temporate and conciliating speech, on the 
subject of Corporation abuses. At his suggestion, a committee of 
twenty-one citizens was appointed inorder to manage the inquiry with 
spirit and industry. 








As soon as possible after the rising of Parliament, we intend to exhibit in the Spectator, 
A PARLIAMENTARY BAROMETER. 

This is an instrument whereby the fidelity and integrity of the Members of the First 
Reformed House of Commons may be ascertained at a glance. By means of 
graduated columns, marginal indications, and certain arithmetical quicksilver, the 
Coustituency of any city, county, district, or borough, may learn without trouble, 
on applying their Member's name to the test, how far he has adhered to or de- 
parted from his promises and their expectations. The instrument will he so con- 
trived as to measure the sum total of any Member’s fidelity, and also to indicate 
the course he has taken upon any particular question or subdivision of his duty. 
A Key will accompany the PARLIAMENTARY BAROMETER} showing the nature 
and importance of all the great questions that have been discussed in the present 
Session, with a list of those to which Members had pledged their faith. On turning 
from this Key to the Barometer, it will be instantly seen how the pledge has been 
redeemed, and generally, how high the individual stands, according to this new 
and useful method of gauging the political atmosphere. 

The day of publication will be fixed in another notice, In the mean time, all who 
have any information to offer on the respective compacts between Constituencies 
and Members, whether by direct pledges or otherwise, will be pleased to trans- 
mit igs communications without delay, properly authenticated, and the postage 
paid. 

As a specimen of the sort of information we want, we subjoin an extract from one of the 
contributions we have already received in. consequence of the former insertion 
of this notice, 





Members. 
H. Lamsron, Esq. 


Northern Division of the County of Durham Sir Hi Wenitattson, Bat 
s . LL MSON, oa 


Borough of Gatesheda 2.5. ses ccuscrcecsaccesececs CurTusert Rippon, Esq. 
Conpitions on which the support of the above Constituencies was given and 
accepted— 


“ The carrying into effect the various measures.of Reform expect 
Parliament freely chosen by the People, viz. isin 
- A most rigid economy in every branch of the National Expenditure. 

Abolition of all Monopolies and Sinecures, and of all Pensions, exceptisuch 

as are or may be granted for great public services, 
A more equal distribution of the Reverture ofthe Church, 
A speedy revision and amendment of the Corn Laws. 
An immediate mitigation of the Criminal Code, 
The =, Abolition of Slavery. 
The Shortening the Duration of Parliaments, 
An equality in the Taxation of all species of Property. 
Tha Frosneyption, and Improvement of. all Laws for the Security of Public 
iberty ; a 


The Abrogation or Amelioration of all such as impede the progress of 
Knowledge.” 


How the three Members in question. fulfilled the conditions of their election, is 
known to us.; but we reserve the exposé for the BAROMETER, 


POSTSCRIPT. 
Saturpay Niet. 

The House of Lords met this.day at twelve o’clock ; when the re- 
ports on the Bank Charter and Factory Bills were received, and both 
ordered to be read a third, time on Monday next. 

The House of Commons also met this.morning. The amendments 
made by the Lords in the East India and China Trade Bills were 
agreed to. The. Tithes, Stay of Suits Bill was read a third time, and 
passed: it was then carried up to the Lords. 

Some questions relative to the policy pursued by this. country in re- 

ard to Turkish and Portuguese affairs were put by Colonel Evans to 
ord PALMERSTON, but elicited no information, 

Mr. Murray gave notice of his intention to bring ina bill for the re- 
peal of the Foreign Enlistment Act next session. 

Several petitions were presented ; and the House adjourned, on the 
motion of Lord ALrHorRP, to Wednesday next, 
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The Report of the Stationery Committee has just been published. 
It confirms the account of the deception practised by Sir John Key on 
Earl Grey, through his Secretary Mr. Charles Wood, relative to the 
age of his son. ‘There can be no doubt also-that Sir John, and not his 
brother, was the actual contractor for the stationery. The Committee 
abstain from all comment, on the transaction; but their summary of 
the evidence goes to fix considerable blame upon Mr. Wood; who 
after having applied to Mr, Church, the Comptroller of the Stationery 
Office, for his opinion as to the qualifications required for adue per- 
formance of the duties of Inspector, appointed young Mr. Key, who 
was very deficient in those qualitications. The appointment, indeed, 
was made, as he himself declared, ‘in spite of Church.” It does not ap- 
pear, however, that it was known at the Treasury who was the real.or 
even nominal contractor for the stationery. But Mr. Church knew 
all about it, and said. the affair. would “make.a devil of a row.” -Yet 
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‘ ot think it his duty te mention the connexion bétween Master 
Single the Leachate stationery to Mr. Wood, as he had in- 
formed Mr. Atbuthnot, Mr. Wood’s secretary, of it; but Mr. Arbuth- 
not thought the subject “ a delicate one,” and kept Mr. Church’s com- 
munication to himself. 

All this shows a strange want of proper confidence between the 
officers of the Government, They do not work well together: 





The Committee of the House of Commons appointed to inquire into 
the conduct of the. Police at the Coldbathfields meeting have also made 
their report. It is exculpatory of the Police; who ate stated to 
have used no greater violence in dispersing the mob than the resistance 
of the latter rendered necessary. . After the dispersion had been ef- 
fected, however, the Committee think that they were allowed: to follow 
persons too far, and were not subjected to that “ efficient. control, which, 
in a moment of excitement and irritation, and after much provocation, 
could alone: prevent individual instances of undue exercise of power.” 
It is especially noted, that while one Policeman was killed, and two 
were dangerously wounded, none of the mob received serious injury. 
The Report concludes with declaring, that ‘the conduct of the Police 
asa body, on the- occasion in question, affords no just cause of com- 
plaint ;” but recommends great caution and. vigilance on the part of 
their officers ‘“‘to check any approach to unnecessary violence among 
their men on all occasions.” 





The Italians are uneasy under their present masters; and a few of 
the more restless and daring spirits among them have been. lately 
striving to form acombination among the principal cities for the purpose 
of overpowering the existing Governments, with.a view to establish a 
Federal Republic on their ruins. Some of the principal nrembers of 
this grey sry | party have lately been in Paris, and applied for as- 
sistance to the French Government; but, as might be expected, they 
have received no encouragement in that quarter. One of their projects 
is to raise a loan, pledging the Church revenues of the Roman States 
as security for payment of the interest. The publicity which the 
scheme has already obtained is of itself sufficient to render its success 
almost impossible, even were it in other respects feasible and well- 
constructed. It has been surmised, and not without reason, that the 
Austrian Government secretly, by means of its tools, encourages 
the plot, and means to take advantage of it to strengthen its army 
in Italy. 


A private letter from Lisbon of the 12th, received yesterday, states 
that Elvas had declared for Queen. 

ARRIVAL OF THE Russian AMBASSADRESS AND THE SPoRTING 
Count !—This event,,which we alluded to in our last Postscript as a 
thing expected, but at the same time a mystery, has actually come to 
pass. It is generally understood, that the Princess’s missjon to St. 
Petersburg was expressly to contradict or change certain impressions 
which Lord Duruam’s mission had made, more particularly as to the 
feelings in this country in regard to Poland, and the state of parties in 
the Houses of Parliament. Count Masrucuewirz,. of protocol 
notoriety, has got the permission of the Emperor to return to this 
country, not on any “ special mission,” but in his sporting character, 
to feel the pulse of certain classes of society, for which no man is better 
qualified. The Count is. a most successful bettor in “ the ring,” and 
at Crockford’s; so much so, that, he is.reported to have cleared more 
money at play last year than sufficed to defray the expenses of the 
Imperial mission. 





Lorp CHanpos AND THE West Inpra Proprietors:—The sum of 
3,0001. which was raised by the West India Proprietors for the purpose 
of defraying the expenses of the Marquis at’ the Buckinghamshire 
election, was not. a loan, we find, but a gift, bestowed:on.the .under- 
standing that he would continue to be a zealous supporter of their 
cause in Parliament, The money was raised by a private subscription 
among the proprietors, of 100/. each; and it. is easy to conceive how 
these “ charitable donors” must have been vexed and annoyed, on this 
sum being accepted by the noble Marquis, to. find him relinquish his 
seat as Chairman of their meetings, and vote against them in every 
division this session. But Lord Cuanpos will pay off all these scores, 
by the bill which he is to bring in next session for the relief of the 
country, 





(For Money Market, see page 774.] 





EAST INDIA SHIPPING. 

Arrived—At Deal, Aug. 20th, Meta, Gaskell, from Singapore ; and Sovereign, M‘Kel- 
lar, from New South Wales; 2lst, Elizabeth, Currie, from Mauritius ; Horatio, Har- 
field, from Madras; and Fanny, Drummond, from the Cape; and 22d, Red Rover, 
Rhristie, from Madras, Off Portsmouth, 18th, Alfred, Tapley, from Madras, Off 
Dartmouth, 19th, Norval Rice, from Van Diemen’s Land; and 20th, Thomas Laurie, 
Langton, from ditto. Off Falmouth, 17th, Mermaid, Evans, from Singapore. At 
Liverpool, 20th, Columbia, Pattison, from Bombay. At St. Helena, Juve 18th, Courier, 
Chesser, from the Cape; Oriental, Fiddler; and Parsee, Miller, from Bombay; Ann 
and Amelia, Compton; Georgiana, Young; and J. Pattison, Bolton, from Bengal. At 
the Cape, May 22nd, Badger, Stow, from Mauritius; 27th, Thomas, Hinty, from 
Leith; and June 2nd, Mona, Rowland, from London. At Bombay, March 3rd, Osprey, 
Salmon, from Greenock: Victory, Biden; Triumph, Green; and 30th, Henry Wel- 
lesley, Johnson, from London; 31st, Aliquas, M‘Fee; April 4th, Linnwus, Smith ; 
7th, Mary, Nasmyth; 8th, Duke of Roxburgh, Petrie; King William, Carr; Superior, 
Brown ; and Caledonia, Siroyan; all from Liverpool; and Fortune, Crawford, from 
the Clyde. Off ditto, April 15th, Hindostan, Patterson, from Liverpool. At Madras, 
March 7th, Julianna, Tarbuth, from London. At Bengal, Britannia, Bowden, from 
London; Madras, Thornton; Winscales, Fisher; and Herenlean, Battersby, from 
Liverpool; and Indus, Haggart, from the Clyde. At Mauritius, April 16th, Eudora, 
Mackie, from Leith. At New. South Wales, March 1ith, Andromeda, Gall; 12th, 
Prince Regent. ——; 19th, Caroline, Treadwell; and 2ist, Gulnare, Bully ; ali irom 
London. At Van Diemen’s Land, Feb. 26th, Canarvon, Aldred, from London; Mareh 
2nd, Ellen, Dixon ; and 7th, Henry Porcher, Baxter, from ditto; and John Dunscombe, 
M‘Lean, from the Clyde; llth, Chili, ——, from London; 13th, William, ——, from 
Liverpool; and 24th, Protector, Bragg, from London. 

Sailed—From Gravesend, Aug. 19th, Madras, Beach, for Madras; 20th, Industry, 
Dawson, for Van Diemen’s Land; 22nd, Sophia, Thornhill, for Bengal; and Welling- 
ton, Liddell, for Madras, 

Satugpay Mornine. 

Arrived—In the Downs, James Pattison, Bolton, from Madras. 

Sailed—From Gravesend, 23d, Flerentia, Deloitte, for New South Wales; and Severn, 
Dixon, for Bombay. 











THE. NATION’S PICTURES. - 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE SPECTATOR. 
Thursday, 22d ‘August 1833, 

S1r—Reading in your paper of last week the article on the National Galler 
Job; I find the question, ‘* What are the Artists about ?” followed up by.a remar 
implying that’ they care only for their individual interests. A little more réflec 
tion will convince you, Sir, that whatever, public-spirit exists among Artists 
the occasion in question, for reasons which I am about to mention, is. the-Jleast 
likely to call their professional enthusiasm into action. 

It is needless to say much about the Royal Academy—a self-electing, irre- 
sponsible corporation, divided within itself into furious parties, which has grown 
rich by the efforts of Artists generally; and has done nothing for Art in return. 
Even the annual cheap coanplinnss of inviting the exhibitors to dinner’ was 
found inconvenient, as soon as the Acaderny could dist with the condescen- 
sion; and it became policy to cut, the tag-rag and bob-tail (as Dr. Gincunisr 
would say) of Art, and invite Lords, Bishops, and Ministers of State to the 
Academy banquet. These influential personages, however great in theit proper 
spheres, have neither inclination nor capacity to look beyoull the surface of Art ; 
and with them, the Royal Academy is:the head, body, and members of Art in 
this country, ‘Feuly the Academy has been wise in. its generation. 

If I knew how to puta smile on paper, I) would express it here, Mr. Editor, 
at. your amusing simplicity in believing that our National Gallery, as at present 
managed, has any thing to do with Art or Artists, It appears that you are in 
the habit of associating some antiquated theoretical abstractions with. this col- 
lection, about utility, &c., which are totally at variance with the truth. Do 
you know, that no person whatever is permitted to paint or study in this “‘Na- 
tional Gallery?” and do you know, that in consequence of that pcohibition, 
these pictures, acquired partly through the munificence of certain noble-minded 
amateurs, and partly at a great cost-of public money, are, as far as concerns Art 
in general, and ninety-nine out of a hundred Artists individually, utterly use- 
less? Do you know, that if a visitor to this “ national” collection should take 
out his pocket-book and pencil to make a few notes of a picture or pictures, he 
would be watched, frowned down, if a little man run some hazard of being tram. 
pled upon, and finally dogged off the premises for his atrocious presumption ? 
Do you know, that the only Artists any way interested in this ‘* National ” 
Gallery, are some ten or twelve engravers, who have somehow obtained a foot- 
ing there, and who, as they are engraving and publishing these National pictures 
for their private emolument, boast that they alone are privileged to place a 
squared scale before the pictures in the “ National Gallery? Looking into the 
establishment itself, and referring to the Treasury Minute of 26th March 1824, 
for the ‘‘ security and due conservation” of these pictures, we shall find, that 
when they did not amount to forty in number, they served as a pretext for in- 
creasing our burdens nearly 700. a year, in addition to the rent of the house ; 
that siz official situations, giving to their holders in Ministerial language 
‘vested interests,” were created for the care of thirty-eight pictures ; and that 
these situations, instead of being given to meritorious individuals whose lives had 
been devoted to Art, were bestowed on favourites, the chief of whom, according 
to Gordon’s Memoirs, had claims to Government notice of another kind. 

What then is the state of the case? The Royal Academy possesses apart- 
ments which are become inconvenient, and which it is desirous either to enlarge 
or exchange for others more commodious: the Government, on the other hand, 
covet these identical apartments, and would gladly give the Academy others in 
exchange. The Government has also an indispensable duty to. perform in ee 
viding a proper receptacle for the pictures forming the nucleus of our future Na- 
tional Gallery, which is disagreeably forced upon its attention by the expiration 
of the lease of the house in Pall Mall. Now, the most obvious and off-handed 
mode being to put these two institutions under one roof, and thrust them inte 
the first hole or corner that could be found, was precisely the very thing which 
was at once decided on, and would ere this time have been in progress, if the 
glaring absurdities of the scheme had not excited animadversion, and caused 2 
suspension of the plan; which may even yet degenerate. into a party job, if the 
public; or rather the press in its behalf, do not exercise the greatest vigilance. 

Surely, Sir, there must be a clerical error in the Parliamentary report which 
represents 26,0007. as the sum to be expended in arranging these few pictures 
temporarily in Whitehall, As an artist, I care very little for their display, as at 
present managed; but as a householder and tax-payer, I am anxious loudly and 
energetically to protest against such a wanton, useless, cruel, and iniquitous ex- 
penditure. As they must be moved, why. not hang them, pro tempore, in the 
new apartment of the British Museum. The few portraits which have been re- 
cently placed there mignt be arranged in the staircase, or remain for a time out 
of sight, as heretofore. Why was not that apartment carried up a few feet 
higher, and made quite appropriate for those pictures; and why can that not be 
done even now? Again, why wasnot the new Sculpture Gallery at the British 
Museum constructed with an apartment over it for these pictures ?—an arrange- 
ment resembling that at the Louvre. And lastly, since the. National Gallery. is 
yet to be built, why cannot it occupy the cross plot uniting the northern end of 
the Library and Sculpture wings of the British Museum ? 

1 suppose any plan for uniting this collection to the British Museum will be 
pronounced “impracticable,” because of the ‘ vested’ rights.” of the present 
employés of the National Gallery. Ostensibly, the objection would: be want 
of room: but that is easily answered—there is plenty of ground at the British 
Museum. The.old screen next the street, and the two ranges of building form- 
ing the east and west sides of the great court, are in bad repair, and should sue- 
cessively give place—the former to a structure appropriated to the librarians, 
keepers, and domestics ; the two latter, to afford additional accommodation, in 
upper galleries for Pictures, in their basements for objects of Natural History. 

Iam not sanguine enough to think that nothing better can be deyised ; but I 
do think this plan has some good points. The ground at Charing Cross is cer- 
tainly too confined for any institution likely to need repeated additions; the 
Regent’s Park is out of the way; the Museum is central, and the accommoda- 
tion could be provided in succession as the collection increased; and I would 
suggest the propriety of augmenting it, at once, in the following manner. There 
are about 150 pictures at Hampton Court, nearly 400 at Kensington Palace, a 
considerable number at Windsor Castle, and some which formerly decorated 
Buckingham House : let a selection be made from these heterogenous materials, 
of about one in ten, which would not materially lessen the attractions of the 
show Palaces, nor injure the ‘ vested interests” of the worthy fee-takers therein; 
let this selection be rnade by three professional men, the. President of the Royal 
Academy being one, as representing that body ; the Cartoons would of course be 
included. I will not libel his gracious Majesty Witt1am the Fourth by su 
ee him less generous than his predecessor, or less desirous to promote 

appiness of his people. I cannot doubt that, upon proper representation, he 

would give the pictures of GeorGe the Fourth to the nation, in like manner as 

‘that Monarch bestowed the books of Grorce the Third. These things achieved, 

behold a respectable National Gallery to begin with ; and to fill the blank spavés 

occasioned the decimation above s sted, let. the Government, in lieu of 
squandering hundreds of thousands on uninhabitable Royal Palaces, expend but 
2,000/. or 3,000/. a year in purchasing good pictures byliving artists,—aot giving 

commissions which would sink into jobs, nor even laying out the money 2t #p¢- 

Cific times, if no first-rate productions appeared in the market. 
: Yours, &e. 





An ARTIS®. 
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TOPICS OF .THE DAY. 


VIGILANT GUARDIANS OF THE PUBLIC PURSE. 


No period of the session is cgnsidered to be too late, no House too 
thin, when the public money is to be voted away by millions. 
Within a few days of the close of the session, when out of 658 
members (every one of whom, if pledged to nothing else, is 
pledged to force economy on the Government) only between 80 
and 90 were in their places, the Miscellaneous Estimates were 
brought forward in the House of Commons. These Estimates 
amounted to upwards of two millions, and embraced a mass 
of details, which should always be most jealously scrutinized 
by our Representatives, with a view to making every practicable 
reduction of unnecessary expense and undue patronage. It should 
be borne in mind, that although the savings to be made on the 
separate items appear trifling, yet they might form a considerable 
aggregate; and, as we have stated several times, might enable 
Parliament to take off some one tax which presses upon the in- 
dustry or comforts of their constituents, or provide for some extra- 
ordinary disbursement. Thus, a saving of five per cent. only on 
the Miscellaneous Estitnates would have provided for the 55,0002. 
voted for the furniture of Buckingham Palace, and for the interest 
of the Exchequer Bills io be issued for the payment of the million 
Joan to the Irish Clergy. But five sixths of our Representatives 
considered these economical calculations as beneath their notice. 

The Morning Chronicle, however, is very complimentary to the 
Reformed House, and contrasts it favourably with the old Borough 
Parliament, on the subject of its vigilant guardianship of the 
public purse. We find the following passage in the Chronicle of 
Monday last— 

“ With respect to the great object for which in a more particular manner re- 
form was wished—the guardianship of the public purse—it is impossible not to 
perceive a remarkable contrast between this Parliament and the Parliaments 
which preceded the Reform Bill.” 

If the Chronicle were not a sworn supporter of the existing 

wers, this might almost be taken for irony. Why, the great ma- 
jority of the Reformed Parliament are occupied in grouse-shooting, 
instead of guarding the public purse. As we have stated above, 
upwards of two millions were gianted at the close of last week for 
the Miscellaneous Estimates; and six millions in addition were 
voted for other purposes on Monday, in a House of about a hun- 
dred members: yet this is the period selected as the most ap- 
propriate one for lauding the Reformed Parliament for its “ guar- 
dianship of the public purse!" We are far indeed from coucur- 
ring in this unmerited and sycophantic laudation. On the con- 
trary, we say, that between five and six hundved of the members 
of the Reformed Parliament have grossly neglected their duty, and 
violated their most solemn engagements to their constituents, by 
abandoning their posts, and leaving nearly every important mea- 
sure of the session in a half finished state. The fact is, our Re- 
presentatives have left us at the mercy of the Ministers, and ren- 
dered abortive any attempts to control improper expenditure. We 
recommend the consti!uents of every member absent during the 
last fortnight, to ask him, how it happens that, out of the fifteen 
millions required for the active service of the year, upwards of 
eight millions were voted without his knowing or caring any thing 
about the matter ? 

Among the vast variety of sums voted in the Miscellaneous 
Estimates, there are some to which we are desirous of directing 
the attention of our readers. For instance, 13,1507. was granted 
to defray the salaries, tiavelling expenses, &c. of the Charitable 
Commissioners. This grant was strongly opposed by Mr. Tooxe, 
Mr. Hume, and Mr. Harvey. Mr. Sprine Rice thought that 
the Commissioners must have done a great deal of business, be- 
cause they had travelled upwards of twothousand miles. Before, 
however, we admit this travelling test as decisive evidence in their 
favour, it ought to be noted that their travelling expenses are 
paid by the nation. Let us hear, too, what Mr. Harvey says 
on this point— 

© He thought the Commissioners were more than paid for what they did ; for, 
in fact, in their circuits through the country, they consulted more their own 
bodily disorders than they did the business for which they were paid. There 
were already about sixty volumes of Reports, and yet there were few af any 
counties in which the inguiry was re eI If one wished to examine into 
the charities of any particular county, he had to search for them through many 
volumes, where parts appeared. The cause of this was, that instead of taking 
one county and poing through with it, they spread themselves from time to 
time over several counties, according as their bodily necessities or their tastes 
dictated. When they met in London, one said, ‘1 should like to be this year 
in the neighbou hood of Harrowgate, the waters of which will he good for my 
scrofula ;” another desired to take advantage of the hot-wells of Buxton; and a 
third would like to avail himself of the bracing air of Brighton. In this way 
the inquiries were disjointed, and would cost the country an immense sum be- 
fore they were completed. They had already cost the country a quarter of a 
muillion.” 

The worst of it is, that these Commissioners are inefficient per- 
sons after all. The little that they do they do badly. We know 
of more than one instance where their inquiries have been con- 
@ucted in so superficial and ill-informed a manner, as to excite at 
once the joy and ridicule of those into whose misappropriation of 
charitable funds it was their duty suspiciously to search. 

Lord ALTHorP had not a word to say in defence of the grant, 
-er the Commissioners; but “ was glad that this discussion had 
arisen, because the Commissioners would know what the feeling 
‘Of the House was.” Now if these words have any meaning, it is 





this —,“* The House of Commons, Gentlemen Commissioners, 
thinks that you have not earned your salaries, and that they ought 


to be stopped.” But if such was the opinion of the House of 
Commons, why was not the vote rejected? Lord ALrnorp would 
not have broken his heart, it is evident, had such been the case. 

The Chronicle says— 

‘In the Unreformed Parliament, when Ministers were hard pushed on ac- 
count of some improper expenditure, it was no uncommon thing for them to say, 
we are more economically disposed than the majority of the House. Mr. Herries 
more than once stated broadly and distinctly, that Ministers were a check on the 
House instead of the House being a check on Ministers. The reason assigned 
for various Financial Committees was, that Ministers, without the sanction of a 
Committee, durst not propose the measures of economy which the distresses of 
the country imperiously called for.” 

But we thought that these times had passed away. The Chro- 
nicle affirms, that in regard to voting public money for unworthy 
purposes, “a great revolution has been wrought in our affairs.” 
Here, however, the Minister gives an intelligible hint, that he 
knows the money ought not to be paid; but the House sanctions 
the payment notwithstanding; and acts no better, in fact, than 
the Rotten Parliaments. So much for the “great revolution in 
our affairs,” which disposes our contemporary “ to overlook the oc- 
casional imperfections which he thinks he sees in the proceedings 
both of Ministers and the Reformed House.” 

In looking through the Estimates, we strive in vain to discover 
the savings which have been forced on Ministers by the House of 
Commons. In fact, the credit of those which have been effected— 
as in the Printing department, for example—is due to the Go- 
vernment; not to what the Chronicle would have us believe to be 
the peculiar merit of the present House of Commons—its strict 
guardianship of the public purse. 

Ministers, we observe, stoutly maintain, and the House of Com- 
mons sanctions, the principle on which Superannuations are made. 
Lord AtTHoRP said— 

‘There were two modes of getting rid of offices—one by death, and the 
other by superannuation. Where the offices were useless, he thought it better 
not to wait for the death of the person holding them, but to give an allowance 
in the way of superannuation.” 

This is Lord ALrHorp’s mode of relieving the public from the 
burden of supporting sinecurists. It never occurred to his official 
wisdom, that there was a third mode of effecting the same object— 
namely, by abolition of useless offices; which, with Mr. Hume, we 
consider to be “ equivalent to vacancy,”"—in other words, that when 
an office is abolished as useless, the country should not be called 
upon to pension off its profitless former occupant. This at all 
events should be the rule; although in some, but extremely few 
instances, after due investigation, it might appear equitable to de- 
part from it. But Mr. Sprine Ricz said, “ that would be a most 
dangerous principle.” When artificers, however, are dismissed 
from the dockyards, and. junior clerks on low salaries are turned 
out of public offices, this dangerous principle is the one acted upon. 
Precious guardians, truly, of the public purse, are this Whig 
Chancellor and his factotum !*The men whose contributions enable 
Ministers to act upon their Superannuation principle, have no means 
of maintenance in poverty, sickness, and old age, except the hard 
earnings of their days of youth and vigour. They have no super- 
annuations to look to. The merchant, banker, shopkeeper, and 
all their numerous dependents, are turned upon the wide world, 
to struggle as they best may, whenever adverse circumstances have 
ruined their several callings. It galls these men to the quick to 
think, that they should be compelled, by those whose duty it is to 
protect them from such exactions, to contribute out of their 
poverty to the pensions of unemployed ci-devant Government offi- 
cials. The unanswerable question continually arises in their 
minds—“ What is there in the nature of employment under Go 
vernment, which entitles its fortunate possessor to a provision 
for life from the public purse ?” 

Among the votes of money, we notice, that eight thousand 
pounds were granted for the Record Commissioners. This we 
consider an unjustifiable vote, under the circumstances of the case. 
Strong suspicions are abroad that this Record Commission is a vile 

job. Mr. Hume, indeed, asked what the Commissioners were 
about; he being as ignorant on that point as the rest of his fellow- 
subjects. Mr. Rice appears to have replied in general and most 
unsatisfactory terms. The “ guardians of the public purse,” had 
they done their duty, would at least have postponed this grant 
until some tangible evidence was adduced to prove that the money 
had been fairly earned. ~ 

We are unable to discover what~the Reformed House of 
Commons has really done to merit the encomiums on its rigid 
guardianship of the public purse, as contrasted with the profusion 
of former Parliaments, which have been so lavishly bestowed upon 
it. The whole management of the Miscellaneous Estimates is 
quite as bad as ever. They were brought forward at the fag-end 
of the session, and in very thin houses; every vote which Minis- 
ters asked for was sanctioned; and even when, as in the case of the 
Millbank Penitentiary, the salaries of certain officers were admitted 
by Mr. Sprine Rice to be too high, still the money was voted for 
paying them. Where are we to look for evidence, in the votes 
and. actions of a majority of the House of Commons, that they 
were desirous of forcing Ministers to be economical beyond their 
inclinations? The fact is, that the session is closing as it began, 
in blind subserviency to the Ministerial will. 





PARTISAN JUDGES. 


PotrricaL judges and political clergymen do more than all the 
seditious. and unbelieving in the land, to bring law and religion 





into discredit. When a judge is so lost to all sense of propriety 
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so devoid indeed of common discretion, as to make the seat of jus- 
tice the stage for the display of his own party politics, he furnishes 
that evidence of his misconduct which would justify his prompt 
removal. In England and Scotland, where men’s passions are 
not so easily inflamed, the mischief effected by an injudicious dis- 
play of party zeal in the charge of a judge, is trifling compared to 
that which it produces in Ireland. In that country, more than 
in any other, it is essential to the ends of justice that the occupants 
of the bench should outwardly at least, appear dead to the exciting 
topics of the day. Such, however, is far from being the case ; and 
a notable instance ofa breach of duty on the part of an Irish judge 
was very properly brought before the House of Commons on Mon- 
day last. As usual, efforts were made to stifle all discussion on 
the subject ; but Mr. O'Dwyer, the member for Drogheda, per- 
sisted in bringing it on with becoming spirit; and we are indebted 
to him for holding up the conduct of Mr. Baron PENNEFATHER 
to the just reprobation of Parliament and the public. It seems 
that this learned person had the marvellous indiscretion to tell the 
Grand Jury of Cork, in a late charge, that in consequence of a bill 
now in progress through Parliament, he should not again have an 
opportunity of addressing a jury of gentlemen of property, as their 
places would in future be supplied by men of small property ; 
that the bill was an experiment in‘ legislation, and would be 
found impracticable; with other expressions which, Mr. Lir- 
TLETON admitted, excited his astonishment and regret. Mr. 
O'REILty also stated that the same judge had declared to the 
Grand Jury of Tyrone county, in reference to a similar measure 
introduced by Mr. STan ey, that that gentleman was influenced 
by Revolutionary principles. But the case of Mr. Baron Penne- 
FATHER is by no means singular. Mr. WALLACE observed, 

“That the habit of judges going out of their way to introduce remarks on 
political questions, in addressing grand juries, had of late grown to a monstrous 
and mischievous extent. Instead of confining themselves to the matter imme- 
diately before them, they occupied themselves in prating about politics, with 
which, in their judicial capacity, they ought to have nothing to do.” 

Mr. Suaw, indeed, maintained, to the astonishment of Sir Joun 
CAMPBELL, that a judge had a perfect right to introduce party 
politics into his charges from the bench ; and thereby gave evidence 
of the nature of his own qualitications for the judgeship which he 
holds. The general feeling, however, of the House was strongly 
expressed on the other side; and may have some influence in 
checking this habit of political prating, so hurtful to the character 
and usefulness of a judge. 

Weare in hopes, we say, that the opinion of the House of Com” 
mons thus expressed, may do good; but still we are convinced, 
that some means should be taken, of a more decisive nature, to 
put a stop to the evil in question. Mr. O'Dwyer remarked, in 
reply to the observation that a newspaper report did not justify 
ulterior proceedings, that 

‘* There was a precedent for inquiry in such a case. On one occasion, a speech 
had been delivered by a magistrate, a report of which met the eyes of Govern- 
ment. The speech was sent to the magistrate, with a request that he would 
admit or disavow it; and he not choosing to do so, was dismissed from the com- 
mission. Why might not a similar course be adopted in this case?” 

The House, it seems, laughed at the suggestion. But we would 
repeat Mr. O.Dwyver’s question, and ask, why should that mis- 
conduct in his official capacity, which formed good ground for dis- 
missing a magistrate, be passed over as venial in ajudge? In 
every point of view, the offence of the latter appears of greater 
consequence, and is more unpardonable. 





POLITICAL CHARITY. 


Four Piedmontese, who had been compelled to fly their country» 
to escape the fate of Strvio PELuico, for having been guilty of 
the crime of patriotism in writing against its oppressors and in fa- 
vour of liberal principles, came before the Lord Mayor, in a state 
of utter destitution, to ask for the means of existence and a pas- 
sage to Brussels, where they had friends. The Lord Mayor sent 
them to the Society of Friends of Foreigners in Distress; na- 
furally supposing, that as these unfortunate gentlemen were fo- 
reigners and in distress, a charitable society professing to be their 
friends would afford them assistance. But, to his great surprise, 
they returned saying that the Society refused them relief, because 
they were self-exiled for their political opinions! Why, this is 
not only the most fruitful source of distress to emigrants, but it is 
precisely the one that entitles them most strongly to our com- 
miseration and aid. These Piedmontese, though connected with 
wealthy and respectable families in their native land, could 
hope for no assistance from their friends there, because they would 
be obnoxious to the tyranny of their Government if they commu- 
nicated with them in any way. Is it not monstrous, that a despo- 
tism pursuing these devoted men and hunting them down like 
wild beasts, should find ready abettors in a society of Englishmen 
professing to befriend destitute foreigners ? 

Can it be that this Society prostitutes the name of charity to the 
worship of a political creed? Would these wretched outcasts 
have been refused relief had they been the victims of revolutionary 
frenzy, instead of a cold-blooded government persecution? If 
not—and we hope it is not the case—then what a cruel absurdity 
it is to make a distinction against the objects of political per- 
secution !—those who are generally compelled to sacrifice every 
thing to the saving of their life or liberty, and who are proscribed 
even by their own kin lest they also should be placed in a like 
Situation ! ; 














SUPERANNUATIONS. 


Lorp AttHorp stated in the House of Commons, when the Supér- 
annuation allowances were under discussion, “that all civil ap- 
pointments now were taken under the condition of contributing 
51. per cent. of salary to a superannuation fund.” 

Weare perfectly ready to give Ministers the credit of the best 
intentions in establishing this regulation; but we question whe- 
ther it will work well and fairly. Every person, it seems, what- 
ever may be his present age and salary, is to contribute in just 
the same proportion to the general fund. There is no distinction 
made between the man of seventy and the man of thirty—both are 
to pay five per cent. Out of the fund thus raised, Parliament, we 
presume, is to vote retiring pensions according to its discretion. 
But Parliament will be mightily puzzled to deal justly with all 
parties in the distribution. What a variety of circumstances should 
be considered, before the claim of an applicant for a retiring al- 
lowance is granted: not only his own health and probability of 
living, but the health, age, and the amount contributed by every 
one of the copartners in the fund, should be taken into the caleu- 
lation. It is a matter of no small difficulty to apportion the pay- 
ments to and from members of a benefit society, where the usual 
contingencies of death and sickness are only taken into account; 
but the perplexity is evidently augmented in no small degree, 
when the chances of dismissal from office by reason of some poli- 
tical or financial changes are to be added to those contingencies. 
Besides, the private circumstances of many individuals may render 
this deduction of five percent. from their income a very unfair pro- 
ceeding. For instance, we will suppose that a man of thirty, with- 
out a family, will come into possession of property on the death of 
a relative aged sixty. His present income is only three hundred a 
year; out of which he is compelled to subscribe fifteen pounds to 
the superannuation fund: but his life is a very good one, and it is 
out of all probability that he would be superannuated before the 
death of his aged relative. Meanwhile, his contributions would 
be supporting his superannuated brethren for many years; his 
own future prospects rendering it altogether improbable that he 
will ever need to apply for assistance from it himself. This man 
would be hardly used by Lord ALtrHorr’s arrangement. Other 
instances in which it would operate unfairly, will readily occur to 
almost every one; and we question whether it can be—we are 
sure that in strict equity it ought not to be—enforced. 

What is then to be done? Our reply is, give to every man a 
just equivalent for his present services, Let the servants of the 
public be treated as the servants of individuals are treated. Let 
it. be broadly and distinctly announced, that when the State has 
no further occasion for the services of an individual, the State 
shall cease to pay for them. Then every man would be thrown 
upon his own resources. He would insure his life, or purchase 
an annuity to commence at a certain period, by small present 
annual payments. He who neglects to take these precautions, and 
refuses by present sacrifices to insure future comfort and indepen- 
dence, must suffer in common with his fellow men the conse- 
quence of his imprudence. 

Instead, therefore, of establishing this five per cent. regulation, 
we wish that Lord ALtHoR? had left to each person to employ his 
savings according to his own judgment, on the clear understanding 
that the superannuation system was entirely abolished. Much 
future perplexity and dissatisfaction would have been avoided by 
such a proceeding. With regard te those who entered office when 
there seemed to be no probability of the ancient system of retiring 
allowances being abolished, and who have neglected to save, upon 
the not unreasonable expectation that the public would provide 
for them, we are not disposed, in cases where distress would be oc- 
casioned by it,.to go the length of cutting off their (moderate) 
pensions. But in future, it would,as we have shown, be advisable, 
and we believe in accordance with public opinion, were the prac- 
tice of private establishments in this respect introduced into the 
public offices. 





THE ROYAL ACADEMY versus THE NATIONAL 
GALLERY. 


Our attention has again been called to the subject of the National 
Gallery, by a pamphlet of Mr. Coaries Purser the architect ; 
which consists mainly of an elaborate and unsparing attack on 
Mr. WILxrNs, and a gratuitous defence of the Royal Academy, 
as a basis upon which to rest his arguments in favour of the pro- 
jected union of the Academy with the National Gallery. 

Mr. WiLkKINs’s vanity and egotism have been sufficiently ex- 
posed: to attack him again at this time, is slaying the slain. 

Mr. Purser’s defence of the Academy is oddly enough coupled 
with proofs of its utter neglect of one of the three arts to pro 
mote which it was expressly instituted. We could without much 
difficulty make out comparatively as strong a case of its neglect 
of Painting and Sculpture as Mr. Purser does in the instance of 
Architecture. We say comparatively, because they could not 
have neglected these two arts as they have done Architecture, 
without rendering their conduct obnoxious to public censure. But 
even as regards these two, Sculpture, the less popular art, has 
been much less regarded than Painting. As tothe proof afforded 
by the number of eminent names among the Royal Academicians, 
that only applies to a late period, and is the effect of public 
opinion. Successful and popular artists are now eagerly enrolled, 
either as Associates or Academicians: but private interest still 
prevails to induct the favoured candidate to the exclusion of 
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more talented but less: prosperous. individual, A painter 
with a lerge family,, or who is not likely te thrive in» the 
world, is shunned as a, pauper likely to burden. the funds,, and 
not promising to bring an accession of lordly, influence to back up 
the corporation: Wir. Purser writes, like. an. honest, ardent- 
wiiaded 'man,; and. ‘he. dees not suspect, much less detect,. the in- 
trigues of the. Academy. At any rate; hia defence is one of feeling, 
not,of facts.. He thinks the Aeademy has been. maligned, and 
believes it—perhaps beeause he has. been gravely. told so. He 
does; not .bring, forward any:strong argument in support.of the 
union of the; Academy. with the, National Gallery; neither does 
he refute the ‘ingenious arguments" urged against it. 

Mr. Purssr’s suggestion to;unite the National Gallery with the 
British Museum is open to. one-material objection—want of space 
for the building ; especially if the Academy, were to be combined 
with it, as he proposes. The central locality, and the junction; of 
the national sculptures with the national pictures, are advantages 
that would almost counterbalance the objection of the smoky 
atmosphere, But when we consider that.a national gallery should 
not only be. large enough for our present small collection of pic- 
tures, with the Cartoons of KArraz.Le, but should also afford 
accommodation, aye and inviting room.too, for gifts and bequests of 
collections, and large. single pictures, and to allow of a, proper 
classification, we do, not see how. the objection of want.of room can 
be overcome. To, be sure, there is as,much space as the proposed 
Bite occupies; and, compared with that, it is therefore the more 
eligible of the two; setting aside. the vonsideration of the ground 
at Charing Cross being suitable for the. erection of a handsome 
public building.* ; 

The Morning Herald, in, an article on this subject, supports 
the claim of the Academy. for a share of the new buiiding-on the 
ground of rightof property ! 

‘It would bea gross fallacy to describe as a gift to the parties (the Royal Aca- 
demy, for instance )the sum of 50,000/. granted last session, to build this edifice 
in Trafalgar Square. We have already shown that the Academy would give up 
in return their possessions in Somerset House, which are worth a vast deal more 
money, particularly for the completion of the Government offices there. This 
is, therefore, a transaction of bargain and sale, by which the country would 
gain, and the Academy would lose a few thousand pounds.” 

But we have yet to learn that the apartments in Somerset 
House are the ‘* pos-essions” of the Royal Academy. True, 
the Academy were granted the use of the apartments in Somer- 
set House for their own purposes: but do they therefore call them 
their freehold right? could they alienate them? Certainly not. 
The gift was to all intents aloan only. If they were called 
upon to vacate them, then, indeed, the Government might feel 
itself in a manner bound to provide them others. But it is quite 
a different thing for the Government gratuitously to furnish them 
with. better and’ more commodious rooms, at the nation’s cost, 
merely out of complaisance. Let them be satisfied with what 
they have had, and which was bestowed on them at a time 
when their numbers were few and their funds scanty, and the 
public: encouragement almost nought. If they have not taken 
advantage of their season of prosperity to secure a fund for 
more fitting buildings, is Gevernment to step in and compensate 
for their want of forethought? If they Have, there is no need. 
Is this-institution always to-remain dependent upon state bounty ? 
It has had time: enough to strengthen its hands and make firm 
its position: if ithes not done so, it is seareely worth supporting 
in a state of semi-pauperism. But at any rate, the boon is not 
sought for the public, nor for the artists who really need it. 
These last are out of the Academy, and, so long as the present 
system. continues, will never be in it. The Academicians, ac- 
cording to: their-own declaration, have room enough for their own 
works: it is not for the artists’ sakes that they want larger 
rooms, but that they may have a monopoly revived which the insti- 
tution of other‘exhibitions has shaken and is breaking-up. We 
do not advocate the claims of the artists. at large for a Govern- 
ment grant or gallery, simply because they do not deserve or re- 

uire it. They will thrive better on their own footing. Let the 
Gomlehueaaiat encourage the arts by building a National Gallery, 
and purchasing good pictures by native artists ; but not by setting 
the picture-painters up in trade by building them a show-room. 

If the Academy are satisfied witb their present accommodation, 
and complain hypocritically of a prospective loss by the change, 
why should the nation spend 30,0007. on the coy corporation ; and 
that at, the expense of half the too small gallery that is promised 
us? The cry of the Academy is a parody on the Nolo episco- 
pari of the Bishop expectant. 

* The advantages of employing the British Museum.in this way, at least for a time, 


are well stated by our correspondent An Artist, whose vigorous letter we received 
after the above remarks were in print. 


THE STUDY OF LANGUAGE AND PHILOSOPHY. 


Tur Standard has thought proper to produce a passage from our 
notive of the Philosophy in Sport, in last week's Spectator, as an 
example of the ignorance betrayed by the Liberals of this country 
onthe subjectof Education. The writer shall have the advantage 
of having his opinions stated in his own words. 

“There is no subject on which so much ignorance is betrayed as on education. 
The Liberals.are, in this, ignorant beyond their ordinary quantum, which is 
saying a great deal. Casting our eyes aver the Spectator of yesterday, we meet 
the following passage :—‘ Natural Philosophy is calculated by its nature and 
utility, to form one of the principal studies of youth. It combines admirably 
‘with the study of language; and if joined to a judicious course of grammatical 
Jabour—not: “arsing Horace. or capping Latin verses, but a large and liberal 


, very; nlifferently 


. Horace, or ca 


‘ the most ingenious classification of 





course is no doubt but that-our youth 
ry prepared to.enter the. world fron what: they: are now under’ 
tuition of our great schools.” Now it would: be easy to: prove that 

ing Latin verses; low as these oc ions:may be, are far mere 
suitable exercises for the opening intellect, and far more likely to train it for the 
real business of advancing life, than the most scientific histories of buttercups, or 

i paving-stones. That-botany and mineralogy 

are most useful, it. would’ be stupid to. deny; but not more stupid! than the-asser- 
tion of their utility ia expanding the mind, or fitting it for grappling with the 
world. He who. parses Hotace or caps Latin verses. is‘storing his mind with the 
elements of language and of thought,—he is not learning any-given science, but 
preparing himself to be master of all sciences when he chooses. It would be just 
as wise: to-occupy the mind of youth exclusively with cookery (which, after all, 
is the chief triumph of practical chemistry), as with Natural Philosophy ; but, as 
we have not time to,enter into a discussion upon the whole:subject of education, 
and know well that. what, we. have-already said will be looked: upon, as heresy 
sufficient for the day amang the ‘ enlightened,’ we may as well close the subject 
for the present,” 

The sentences from. the Spectator express. an opinion which. in 
brief contain the. nucleus of a system of education long desired in 
this. country, and well adapted to the wants of the present 
state of society. That they have not been understood and are 
grossly misrepresented, must be set down to the ignorance or the 
malice of the writer in the Standurd. He interprets the study of 
Natural Philosophy to be the “history of buttereups and the 
classification of paving-stones,” We feel pity for the man who 
either knows so little of Natural Philosophy as to profane it by 
such a description, or who on the other hand will permit his; pre- 
judices so to overpower his better judgment as to indulge in. mis- 
representation so gross. Would he interpret the title of New- 
TON simmortal work, Principia Philosophie Naturalis, thus—“ the 
Principles of Buttercuppery and Stonepavery;” or as he would 
mean, Botany and Mineralogy. In Sir Joan Herscue’s Prelimi- 
nary Discourse on Naturul Philosophy, is there any mention of 
buttercups or paving-stones? The Standard knows, or ought 
to know, that Natural Philosophy is a reasoning explanation of the 
varicus Phenomenaof Nature, theircauses and processes; and that 
the instrumentsit uses are Geometry, Algebra, and othermethods of 
calculation, commonly classed under the name of Mathematics, 
Mathematics being to Natural Philosophy what the use of the tools 
is to the carpenter. The study of Natural Philosophy isa mental 
discipline, the result of which is a power of reasoning accurately and 
with severity upon any data presented to the mind. Now, we 
think that studies of this character, which also carry with them a 
great deal of practical knowledge, are admirably adapted for the 
groundwork of education ; and, when combined with the study of 
language—that is, a judicious course of grammatical instruction— 
form together the best. system of preparing the mind of man for the 
discussion of the questions of life, that has been or can be devised. 
The chief object of intellectual education is to discipline the mind, 
and prepare it for every encounter. This point is not-compassed 
by either parsing: Horace or capping verses. To parse Horacr, 
is to learn the structure of heroic or lyric verse; to cap Latin 
verse, is to retain in the memory numbers of Virgilian lines, with- 
out reference to sense or connexion, but with a lively recollection 
of the last word or letter—an art encouraged at schools with a 
view to the composition of Latin poetry. Now, parsing-is-to learn 
Latin quantities; to write Latin verse, is in fact te. do little more 
than rearrange a certain number of given phrases-in the due 
order of these quantities. We know that we are edrreet in 
saying, that this is the grand triumph, and almost only end, 
of our great endowed schools: and yet it is this practice, only 
saved from heing ludicrous by its.antiquity, that the Standard has 
the hardihood to assert ‘* prepares” the student ‘ to be master of 
all sciences when he choses.” The truth is, that the writer, him- 
self but half-informed on the subject, has applied the defence of ex- 
clusive grammatical studies, which may be made to embrace a 
very extensive and useful sphere of instruction, to the’ foolish 
abuse of time and opportunity, called Latin verse-making. We 
are most willing to admit the value of the study, of Language: 
we complain only of the absurd manner in which it is perverted, 
and would combine with it a competent knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of Natural Philosophy, and its processes of arriving at 
scientific truth. 





F. SCHNEIDER'S “ DELUGE,” 


Tue rehearsal of this oratorio, preparatory to its performance at 
the Norwich and Worcester Festivals, took place on Monday, at 
the Hanover Square Rooms. About seventy London performers 
were present; including F. Cramer (Leader), Mountain, Bua~ 
GROVE, Seymour, Tuomas, LinpLtey, Dragonerri, Lucas, 
Bonner,Croucn, &c., under the direction of Sir George SMART. 
The oratorio more than realizes our anticipations of its excellence: 
it combines the choral grandeur of the school of Bacu and Han- 
DEL with the instrumental richness of Haypn. The Deluge isa 
subject which affords an ample field for musical expression, and 
admits of every variety, of vocal and instrumental combination. 
As the words of the translation were not before us, we must re- 
serve for its performance at Norwich a more detailed notice of the 
oratorio, The parts which particularly struck us were—a Double 
Chorus in E. flat; a Song, in which the instruments. describe the 
rushing and roaring of the waters ; a Chorus in C, terminating with 
a fugue on two subjects, in the finest style of writing; a Terzetto 
in A, full of elegance and beauty ; and the concluding Chorus,,also 
a splendid specimen of fugal composition, 

The excellence and efficiency of the band in every department, 
and the skill and steadiness of the conductor, were sufficient to ac 





